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At the end of this course, students should be able to understand the importance of history in general and history of mass media in particular. Students should understand the mass media in Nigeria as a system that has evolved over time; they should know the major subjects in the history of the Nigerian mass media and understand how the Nigerian mass media has contributed to the political, social and religious development of Nigeria since 1859 till date.
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LECTURE 1

History Importance of History:
History, generally speaking, provides records of past events. It enables us to understand the past and appreciate it. By providing us with a clear understanding of the past, we are able to properly situate the present, because it is with our knowledge of the past that we are able to place the present in the proper perspective. 
By understanding the present we are able to chart a proper course for the future through learning from past events and occurrences generally and learning from and avoiding the pitfalls of the past.
Sometimes, history also enables us to predict the future. It also helps us, sometimes, to influence the future.
By proving society with these functions, history as a study, in whatever area of human endeavor it is applied, helps to provide an understanding of the dynamics of that area of human life. This explains why an understanding of the history of the mass media in Nigeria is important to our understanding of mass media, its emergence and development in Nigeria.








LECTURE 2.
The first newspaper of the Nigerian Press
The first newspaper to be established in Nigeria was Iwe Iroyin Fun Awon Ara Egba ati Yoruba (1859-1867)
There are different views regarding the exact date of establishment of the newspaper. Professor Bayo Oloyede in his book titled The Press Under Military Rule in Nigeria puts the date as December 1859 (citing earlier exploratory scholars like Coker, 1968). Ifedayo Daramola in his book History and development of mass media in  Nigeria puts his own date as November, 1859. 
The newspaper was established in Abeokuta by the Reverend Henry Townsend, who also served as the editor.  The newspaper was  published in Yoruba language between 1859 and 1860 but became bilingual in 1860 when an English supplement was added.  The paper sold for an equivalent of one penny and its frequency was fortnightly.  
The founder had dual motives  in establishing the paper. 
Firstly, he wanted to get the people to read. He was quoted as saying: “I have set on foot a Yoruba newspaper, my first number is out. I am writing the second, my objective is to get the people to read, that is to beget the habit of seeking information by reading. It has been very difficult”.
Secondly, he wanted a medium through which he could engage in Christian evangelism, although this was not stated by him.
The content of the paper covered general church activities at the initial stage and  later expanded to local and colonial government activities and criticism of local politics.
The newspaper ceased to exist in October 1867 following some disagreements on political, social-cultural, and economic issues. This paper ran into problems with Egba indigenes for its inconsistency during the Egba-Ibadan war, as a result of which the Egba people lost confidence in the paper and the printing press.
In 1867, there was an uprising in Abeokuta which led to the expulsion of Europeans. The Egba soldiers protested against British policy on the annexation of Lagos, its effects on Abeokuta –claims over boundary adjustment between her and Lagos, and so on. In the ensuing battle, the mob pounced on Henry Townsend’s printing press and burnt it down.
The coming of Iwe Irohin fun Awon Ara Egba ati Yoruba is important to the history of mass media in Nigeria because of the following:
· It was the first modern medium of Mass Communication in Nigeria.
· It was an individual rather than an organisation or government who first implemented the idea of establishing a modern mass medium (of communication) for the people in Nigeria.
· It also set the tone for the cat and mouse relationship between the mass media and government in Nigeria.
· It helped tremendously to increase the level of education and social awareness of the people at the time.
· It also pioneered missionary journalism in Nigeria.
Other things to note in relation to the printing of the first newspaper in Nigeria include: 
1. Printing began in Nigeria in 1846 with the installation of a printing press in Calabar by the Presbyterian Mission.
2. In 1854, Rev. Henry Townsend of the Church Missionary Society (CMS), an Anglican missionary, established a school of printing in Abeokuta where he trained apprentices.










LECTURE 3
The Earliest Nigerian Newspapers: The Revolutionary or Adversarial Press
Four (4) major newspapers fall into this category of newspaper. They are: 
· The Lagos Times and Gold Coast Advertiser (1880-1883).
· The Lagos Observer (1882-1888).
· Eagle and Lagos Critic (1883-1888).
· The Mirror (1887-1888).
These publications were called revolutionary or adversarial because of their criticism of the British colonial government and agitation for a representative government as well as independence.They were critical of the British colonial administration.
 The Lagos Times and Gold Coast Advertiser (1880-1883)	
The Lagos Times and Gold Coast Advertiser (1880-1883) was established in 1880 by Richard Olamilege Beale, a professional printer, a Yoruba by birth, who is reputed to be one of the richest men of his time.
This newspaper was the third to be established in Nigeria after Iwe Irohin and  the Anglo-African, which was  established by Robert Campell.
The Editors of Lagos Times and Gold Coast Advertiser included Andrew M. Thomas and Mojola Agbebi.
The  paper’s content included news and views on burning issues of the time;  criticism of actions and policies of the British colonial administration.
The paper was published fortnightly in English language and sold for 5 pence. It ceased to exist in October 24, 1883 due to inability to make profit. It reappeared briefly seven years after, in 1890, as a weekly newspaper without much success (Omu, 1978).
Its unique features as a historical subject include the following: 
1. It was the third newspaper to be established in Nigeria.
2. It was of better quality than its two predecessors, i.e. the Iwe-Iroyin and the Anglo-African.
3. Its tone was radical.
4. It sold internationally through its sales depots outside Nigeria, such as Accra, Dahomey (Benin republic), Togo, Freetown and London.
The Lagos Observer (1882-1888).
This newspaper was founded by J. Bagan Benjamin, an African member of the Lagos Chamber of Commerce. It was another revolutionary newspaper with a radical approach.  It was the fourth newspaper to be established in Nigeria. #
The paper focused on the social life of the people, improvement of social amenities such as roads, markets. It championed cultural nationalism by advocating for religious independence in the form of an independent African religion, which favored polygamous practices. It also called for a secession of churches from their parent bodies in England. It paper was noted for its condemnation of anti-negro prejudices by judges in the colony.
The newspaper sold for 6 pence, circulated fortnightly and ceased to operate in 1888 due to financial reasons   
Eagle and Lagos Critic (1883-1888).
It was the fifth newspaper in Nigeria. It was founded by Owen Emerick Macaulay, a grandson of Bishop Ajayi Crowther. The paper circulated monthly and sold for seven pence. It was published in the English language.
Its special characteristics as a historical subject include the following: 
1 Compared with other revolutionary newspapers of the time, the Eagle was often mild/soft in its criticism of colonial policies. It even supported some of the policies and actions of the colonial administration. This caused its popularity and patronage to decline and it ceased publication on Oct. 31, 1888.
2 It is on record that the paper, while it lasted, was receiving advertisements from the British Colonial governor, W.B. Griffith.

The Mirror (1887-1888).
This newspaper was published and edited by Mr. P. Adolphus Marke as a weekly newspaper. \it sold for 3 pence.  Its special characteristics as a historical subject include:  
1. It maintained a free and liberal tone on public issues.
2. It lasted for about a year from December 17, 1887 to November 16, 1888.

Although the four newspapers are regarded as revolutionary, we can conclude from their contents that that the first two of them, i.e. The Lagos Times and Gold Coast Advertiser (1880-1883) and The Lagos Observer (1882-1888) are comparatively more revolutionary than the last two, i.e. The Eagle and Lagos Critic (1883-1888) and The Mirror (1887-1888).
These four newspapers in the revolutionary newspapers group laid the foundation for the nationalistic press that was to follow.












Lecture 4
The Nationalist Press (Part 1)
Introduction
The period between 1891 and 1930 was an era of serious nationalism and agitation for a representative government in Nigeria. It was a period marked by petitions, confrontations and critical appraisal of the colonial administration. These activities were championed by the newspapers of the period, among  which were the Weekly Record, the Lagos Standard, the Lagos Echo, the Nigerian Chronicle, the Nigerian Times, the Nigerian Pioneer, the African Messenger, The Nigerian Spectator, the Lagos Daily News, the Daily Service, The Comet and the Nigerian Eastern Mail.

The Weekly Record actually began as Weekly Times in 1886. It was established by the founder and owner of the Lagos Times & Gold Coast Advertiser, Richard Beale Blaize and edited by John Payne Jackson, his book keeper.
Richard Blaize discontinued the publishing of the paper after three months owing to Jackson’s failure to give account of the paper’s performance as was initially agreed.
Richard Blaize began to publish the newspaper again on December 6, 1890 with the old name of his former newspaper, Lagos Times (recall that Richard Blaize was the founder/ owner of The Lagos Times and Gold Coast Advertiser).
John Payne Jackson responded with the establishment of The Weekly Times, forcing  Richard Blaize to contest the ownership of the newspaper title in court. This made John Payne Jackson to change  the name of his paper from Weekly Times to Lagos Weekly Record.

The Lagos Weekly Record was a child of controversy, having been born in controversial circumstances. It however gave a new impetus to Nigerian journalism in many ways: 
· The anti-colonial posture of John Payne Jackson, its publisher and editor, until his death in 1915, was an important factor in the way the paper addressed issues. John Payne Jackson was a strong believer in the dignity of the black race;
· The newspaper was also a training ground for many future Nigerian journalists, one of whom was Ernest Sesei Ikoli, who joined the paper as an Assistant Editor in 1919;
· The paper was very influential both within and outside Nigeria for its editorial frankness, forthrightness and critical appraisal of the Nigerian colonial administration. Fred Omu described it as the “arsenal of ideas from which opponents of the government took their weapons”. Kalu Ezera described it as “the first militantly nationalist newspaper”. Robert Julie said: “it was, far and away, the best paper in West Africa”.
About John Payne Jackson, Founder and editor of Lagos Weekly Record 
John Payne Jackson was believed to be the most outstanding journalist in the whole of West Africa during the twenty five years that he spent at the Weekly Record. He was called the father of African nationalism due to his writings and speeches. He was a crusader-journalist, a reputable protagonist of African culture. When he died in 1915, his son Thomas Horatio Jackson took over the editorship of the Weekly Record and the paper continued to wax strong until 1930. The Weekly Record was very popular and it lasted for 40 years (1891-1930), longer than any of its contemporaries.

The Lagos Standard (1893 – 1920) was owned by George Alfred Williams who was also its editor.
It was established in 1893 in Lagos. It was positioned as a very strong rival of the Lagos Weekly Record. It was assertive, fearless and pungent in its criticism of the unpopular policies of the colonial administration of the time.
The Lagos Echo (1894-1898) was first published on September 1, 1894 by a group of people led by J.S. Leigh, who said their aim was to plant the seed of patriotism and independence. The group established the Lagos Printing and Publishing Company and offered its shares to the public. It was the first Nigerian newspaper to offer its shares to the public. Within the four years of its existence, its editorial staff was reshuffled several times with editorship changing hands. The first editor was J. Bagan Benjamin, former Editor of Lagos Observer. It was later edited by Victor P. Mason. Controversies and disagreements among the paper’s shareholders and Board of Directors over mismanagement of funds led to its death in 1898.


The Nigerian Chronicle (1908-1915) was established on November 20, 1908 by Christopher Josephus Johnson and Emmanuel T. Johnson, with the first of the two serving as the editor. It was the first newspaper to carry a masthead bearing the name Nigeria. This was well before the formation of Nigeria as a nation. The paper circulated weekly and sold for 3 pence. It was reputed to be of pungent editorials, strong academic and analytical content. All these made it made difficult for the paper to enjoy mass popularity.
The Nigerian Times (1910-1915) was founded by James Bright Davies, one of the brightest journalists and nationalists of his period, and Barrister Sapara Williams, a very prominent lawyer. 
The paper was so influential and highly patronised at the time paper that many of its ardent readers made unsolicited anonymous donations to it.
The declared objective of the proprietors in establishing the newspaper were: 
· to express opinion and pass judgment on government measures “freely and frankly and with open candor”, and
· to collate public opinion on topical issues.
The paper died in 1915 due to financial problems. It could not financially sustain itself.
Some attempts were made to revive the title two years later when it was sold to Adamu Idrisu Animashaun, leader of the Jamatt faction of Lagos Muslims, who ran it till 1924. 








Lecture 5	
The Nationalist Press (Part 2)

The Nigerian Pioneer (1914-1937) was founded by another prominent Lagos-based lawyer, Sir Kitoyi Ajasa, who was seen by many as an “English Blackman in conduct and behaviour”.
To Ajasa, the anti-government campaign being carried out by other newspapers of the period was too caustic and too virulent (full of hatred). He therefore decided to set up a newspaper that would cater for both the interest of the government and the people.
Unlike most nationalists and newspapermen of his period, Kitoyi Ajasa did not believe that criticism 1agitation and literary opposition of government could bring about any positive development. Instead, he believed in peaceful persuasion. 
He believed in the British colonial administration. He was supportive of the objective of his contemporaries but disagreed with their aggressive method. Consequently, he was more at home with the British and related well with the colonial administration and with the English men in Lagos at that time.
He, Kitoyi Ajasa, and his paper, the Nigerian Pioneer, therefore enjoyed high patronage by both the colonial administration and the English men, with Ajasa himself being appointed into various public positions by the colonial government.
Kitoyi Ajasa was a successful lawyer whose wealth could sustain a newspaper. The Pioneer was, therefore, one of the best-organised newspapers of the time while it existed.
The paper however, died with Kitoyi Ajasa in 1937. By 1936, old age was already making it physically impossible for him to run the paper.
Because of its support for the colonial government, Thomas Horatio Jackson and many rival newspaper owners at the time regarded the Nigerian Pioneer as “a colonial government newspaper” and its publisher, Kitoyi Ajasa, as a “reactionary” and an “opponent of African Nationalism”.
Fred Omu says this allegation may not be true, contending that although The Pioneer supported the colonial administration from the beginning and throughout its life time, it nevertheless maintained a degree of independent thought.

The African Messenger (1921-1925)  was founded by Earnest Sesei Ikoli on March 10, 1921.
Ikoli was both the publisher and the editor of the African Messenger, which was a weekly paper published every Thursday. It sold for three pence per copy.
Earnest Sesei Ikoli was the first newspaper editor produced by the Nigerian educational system. He had only secondary school education. He was a brilliant and award-winning pupil in primary school and an equally brilliant student at Kings’ College, Lagos where he had his secondary school education. Prior to  establishing his paper, he had worked with Thomas Horatio Jackson’s Lagos Weekly Record as an Assistant Editor for three years.
Earnest Sesei Ikoli set out to establish a newspaper that would serve as a third force (a moderation) between the existing newspapers: Thomas Horatio Jackson’s Lagos Weekly Record and Kitoyi Ajasa’s (pro-colonial government newspaper).
The paper was well-respected, very progressive, objective and outspoken, and it toed a middle course in controversies.
It was however only able to sustain itself financially only for four years before it collapsed in 1925.
The publishers of the Daily Times bought the African Messenger in 1926, transformed the title to Daily Times and hired Ernest Ikoli, the previous publisher of the African Messenger as its first editor. 
Ikoli resigned from the Daily Times after two years and established another short-lived newspaper, The Nigerian Daily Mail, which collapsed after one year. He, thereafter, continued his journalism career with other newspapers.
The Nigerian Spectator (1923-1930). 
The newspaper was established on May 19, 1923 by Dr. Richard Akinwande Savage. It was a weekly, (published every Saturday). Dr. Akinwande Savage, the paper’s founder, was a medical doctor but had some journalistic experience while in the university (he was the sub-editor of the Students’ Union Magazine and also an Associate Editor of Edinburgh University Handbook between 1890-1900.
The declared intention establishing The Spectator was to advance the interests of the people of British West-Africa (Nigeria inclusive) through “free criticism and suggestions without malice”.
Dr. Savage was a political activist who, among other moves, sought nomination to represent Egbaland in the legislative council of the period. He however failed on account of certain personal flaws. He was not given to sharing the viewpoints of others. His paper was also famous for abusing those who disagreed with him. 
The Spectator died on December 26, 1930. 

The Lagos Daily News and Herbert Macaulay 
The Lagos Daily News was the first daily newspaper in Nigeria. A book-seller, Mr. Victor Babasubomi was the original owner of The Daily News which he established in 1925. He sold it to Herbert Macaulay, an engineer and surveyor, and Dr. J. Akinlade Caulcrick in 1907.
Herbert Macaulay was the grandson of Bishop Ajayi Crowther. His father was Revd. Thomas Babington Macauley, founder and principal of CMS Grammar School, Lagos. Herbert Macaulay was a believer in African freedom and Human Rights. He was a politician as well as a journalist. He believed in the idea of “publish and be damned”, meaning he was a strong personality, who lived by his conviction. Once he believed in something and wrote an article on it, no matter the extent of libel contained in it, nothing would prevent him from publishing it. He wrote articles for nearly all the newspapers published in Lagos at the time. 
He pamphleteered his articles whenever his articles were rejected by editors.  (Chike Obi and Tai Solarin also did later). His journalistic and political style won him the title of “father of Nigerian nationalism”. He was convicted, fined or jailed a number of times for his writings (the “Esugbayi” and the Gun-powder Plot story).
As a co-proprietor and editor of the Lagos Daily News from 1927-1936 (9 years), Macaulay turned it into a vibrant political mouth-piece that stimulated Nigerian journalism of the time with “pungent editorials which vehemently criticised British rule in Nigeria”. Chief Obafemi Awolowo, the founder of Nigerian Tribune, described The Lagos Daily News as “an inflammatory sheet, ultra-radical, intensively-nationalistic and implacably anti-white”. The Lagos Daily News died in 1936 due to a combination of economic, political and literary factors.
Economic:  	(a) Dwindling financial resources to maintain the paper.
(b) The NNDP which was supporting the paper financially had started to fade away;
Political: 	Many powerful conservatives in Lagos teamed up against the Daily News to establish the Daily Times; 
Literary: 	Old method of writing long sentences was giving way to shorter, concise and figurative writing.











Lecture 6.
THE HISTORY OF THE NIGERIAN DAILY TIMES (1926-2004
The Daily Times came into existence on June 1, 1926. Those who originally established the paper were:
· Richard Barrow, Chairman of the Lagos Chamber of Commerce;
· V. R. Osborne, Manager, John Holt Company;
· W. E. Becker, District Manager of the British Bank of West Africa (BBWA);
· L. A. Archer, Manager, Elder Dempster Agencies;
· P.D. Doe, General Manager, African and Eastern Trade Corporation;
· H. Scott-Taylor, Manager, Gottschalk and Company – all foreigners - and
· A Nigerian, Sir Adeyemi. Alakija, a famous Lagos lawyer and politician.
In 1935, the publishers of the West African Review in Liverpool bought over the Nigerian Daily Times.
Again in 1947, the Daily Mirror Group of London took over the paper and dropped Nigerian from its name.
Earnest Sesei Ikoli-the founder of the African Messenger (1921 - 1925) and the short-lived Nigerian Daily Mail – was the first editor of the Daily Times. (Remember that the publishers of the Daily Times bought over the African Messenger and transformed the title to Daily Times.
Reasons behind the Establishment of the Daily Times
· It came in to fulfil the many demands for more daily newspapers in Nigeria. (Remember that Herbert Macaulay’s Lagos Daily News established by the book-seller,  Mr. Victor Babasubomi, was the first and, up till that time, the only daily newspaper in Nigeria (1925-1936, although with Herbert Macaulay as co-proprietor from 1927-1936).
· Another reason was to douse the confrontational journalism of both Thomas Horatio Jackson’s Weekly Record and Herbert Macaulay’s Lagos Daily News. The Daily Times was established, right from the start, as a paper that would give support to the colonial government and the European community. 
Unique features and Characteristics of Daily Times 
· It sought to be a national newspaper in content and circulation.
· Since majority of its owners, right from the start, were foreigners, it did not want to get involved in local politics.
· Most Nigerian nationalists regarded Daily Times’ criticism of government as lukewarm.
· As a result of the injection of foreign capital and expertise (sequel to the paper’s takeover by British interests in 1947, the Daily Times retained an undisputed professional and technical leadership of the Nigerian press for several years.
· Apart from opportunities of professional training of its staff (by the Mirror Group) it established its own training institute in Nigeria: The Times Journalism Institute. 
· In its hey-days, the paper controlled the largest share of advertising revenue in Nigeria.
· It also had the largest concentration of professional journalists and other media workers.
Contributions of Daily Times to Nigerian Journalism
· The success of the Daily Times, particularly after its take over by foreign interests, boosted journalism practice in Nigeria in several ways
· It boosted journalism training- There were not many (if any) journalists of note in Nigeria up till the 1990s, who did not pass through the Daily Times.
· It professionalised journalism operation - news gathering and production procedure.
· It boosted remuneration and enhanced the conditions of service offered to journalists.  
· Available records show that the Daily Times started the publishing of Sunday editions of newspapers in Nigeria, with the Sunday Times, which it started publishing on August 2, 1953.
· The Daily Times Group also published many other newspapers and magazines apart from the Daily Times. The other newspapers included The Evening Times, Sporting Record, Lagos Weekend and Business Times. The magazines included Woman’s World and Headliners.
· The Daily Times had produced, at various times, great editors who contributed immensely to the growth of journalism practice in Nigeria. Apart from Ernest Sesei Ikoli (1926-1929), there were many others like Adeleye Titcombe (1930-1942), Ayodele Lijadu (1943-1946), J. S. Ogunlesi (1947), Joseph Sofola Oloyede (1947-1951) Ebun Adesioye (1951-1955), Gabriel Igbomekwe Idigo (1955-1957), Alhaji Babatunde Jose (1957-1962 as Editor and then as Managing Director for several years), Peter Enahoro (1962-1964), Alh. Alade Odunewu (1964-1968), Henry Odukomoya (1968-1972), Areoye Oyebola (1972-1975), Chief Segun Osoba (4 months), Tony Momoh (1976-1980) Martins Iroabuchi (1980-1983). 
· The Daily Times also had in its services, at various times, great journalists (not only editors) who contributed seriously to the growth of Nigerian journalism. Dele Giwa-was once a Features Editor of Daily Times and Ray Ekpu, a Sunday Times Editor.

· 
Lecture 7
Nnamdi Azikiwe (Zik) and the West Africa Pilot (1937)
Nigerian journalism made tremendous progress when Zik arrived in Nigeria in 1937 to start his West African Pilot and other papers. Zik had worked (done all kinds of menial jobs) in the U.S in order to sustain himself and his educational pursuit. By 1934, when he moved to Ghana  and became the editor of the African Morning Post from 1935-1937, he had acquired a string of degrees - a Bachelor of Science in Political Science, Master of Arts in philosophy and Religion, Master of Science in Anthropology and International  Law as well as a Diploma in Journalism.
Zik was a product of Lincoln University. He had experienced racial discrimination in the U.S.  and  his exposure through travel and education had kept him vividly informed and aware of the ugly colonial experience of Nigerians and other Africans in their countries.  Zik nursed the idea and dream of establishing and boosting the Black man’s ego.
The West African Pilot
The West African Pilot was one of the successful newspapers in Nigeria. As a result of its mass appeal, it had about 20,000 copies in circulation everyday while it lasted.
How Did Zik Achieve the Feat?
· Zik brought new ideas of newspapering - news, writing and presentation into Nigeria journalism. These ideas accrued from the experience he gained while working with various newspapers abroad:
· He introduced a sort of sensationalism into Nigerian journalism. This has continued in newspapers in Nigeria till the present day.
· The pilot introduced human interest news stories, i.e. personalities. After all, people make the news.
· Zik introduced dramatic elements into sports writing.
· Politics remained Zik’s and Pilot’s main interest and this was in line with the practice of other papers before that time (e.g. the Lagos Weekly Record which died in 1936).
· The Pilot introduced new general interest areas such as short stories, women’s page, book reviews and gossip column.

· The Pilot wrote fearless editorial comments on issues.
· The Pilot introduced photo journalism that covered all aspects of the society.
· The Pilot emerged at a time when the youths in the society were yearning for a leader to lead them. A leader does not have to be a person. It could be an Institution with new and fresh ideas. The press and editorials could serve as leaders. The Pilot provided this leadership at the time and it became very popular, especially among the youth. 
Civil servants, teachers, people in mercantile houses resigned their appointments in order to work for West Africa Pilot. People took pride in being associated with the Pilot establishment
Problems Encountered by Nnmadi Azikiwe’s Group of Newspapers
· The Daily Times posed a great challenge to Zik’s Group of Newspapers generally. However, staff-wise, the reverse was the case with the Pilot because Daily Times lost many of its workers to the Pilot.
· Accommodation: The West African Pilot was first located on Market Street in Lagos, a commercial centre, but was later moved to Broad Street to a site owned by then Barrister Adetokunbo Ademola.  Adetokunbo Ademola complained after some time that the vibration generated by Zik’s printing machine was disturbing him while the life of the building itself was threatened. This led to a legal suit between Zik and Ademola in which Zik lost.
· Several meanings were read into the action of Ademola, among which was the suspicion that he was influenced by the colonial government to aid the destruction of Zik’s newspaper organization by denying him accommodation.
· Two sureties were required by the colonial law of the time from a newspaper proprietor. The law, an after-thought, was promulgated after the press had finally got a foothold in the country. The supposed two sureties for Zik absconded at that point, but Sir Kofo Abayomi and Akinola Maja rescued him and the paper was legally registered.
· Colonial Repression: The West African Pilot was one of the most repressed newspapers of the colonial era. Its editor was even barred from covering government activities at a time. The paper was accused of misinforming the public.
· Ban: Under the Emergency Regulation (Laws) of 1945, the Pilot and the Comet were banned for six weeks for violating wireless telegraphic law.
· Refusal of access to wire services: In 1946, the colonial government refused to give Zik’s Group of Newspapers access to wire services. It also refused its £50 renewal fee.

Lecture 8
Gaskiya Tafi Kwabo (meaning: Truth is worth more than a penny) (1939).

The British colonial administration in Northern Nigeria started publishing the Gaskiya Tofi Kwabo newspaper on January 1, 1939. It was a weekly Hausa-Language newspaper published by the Northern Literature Agency located in Zaria. The agency was later renamed Gaskiya Tafi Kwabo Corporation.
Mallam Abubakar Imam was its first editor appointed in 1938. The weekly newspaper sold for one penny.  
The objective or reason for establishing the paper was to support and explain government action.
A 1937 rumour that the British colonial administration was planning to hand over her West African Colonies to the dreaded Adolf Hitler of Germany in order to appease the Germans and dissuade them from starting the 2nd World war prompted the colonial government to establish a newspaper in the North.
The British Colonial Northern Nigerian government also launched an English-Language newspaper, Nigerian Citizen, with a Briton as its first Editor in 1948 “to publish the facts at once” (Grant Marcia, 1975). 
The founding of Gaskiya Tafi Kwabo newspaper marked the very first time a government in Nigeria would establish a newspaper. 
When Gaskiya Corporation came into operation, it had the best technical production and highest printing quality. The quality of its printing facilitated the enhancement of printing generally in Nigeria.


Lecture 9
The Nigerian Tribune (1949 to Date)
The Nigerian Tribune was first published on November 16, 1949 and it is still being published.
It was founded by the Late Chief Obafemi Awolowo, a journalist of Western Region and founder and leader of the Unity Party of Nigeria, among other political parties.
Awolowo’s journalism practice: 
· Trainee reporter with the Daily Times for 8 months from Sept 1934.
· He also wrote for other newspapers such as The Telegraph, Daily Service and The Comet.
· Awo’s inspiration to start a newspaper was derived from what he perceived as the dull and unaggressive posture of the Daily Times which was the major newspaper in the 1930s.
The Nature of the Tribune 
· Vocal, aggressive, punchy and pungent.
· Against the colonial administration.
· A political newspaper (during civilian politics, the paper was the mouth piece of Awolowo’s political parties and programmes).
· A regional paper during regional politics.
· Progressive and nationalistic in perspectives.
Reasons behind the Paper’s Survival and Longevity
The Major Factors:
· The Nigerian Tribune was set up as a business enterprise, a public limited liability company.
· It has a political base comprising the Yorubas of south west Nigeria.
Others reasons include: 
· Good administration and leadership (by Obafemi Awolowo himself).
· Good editorial leadership (by Lateef Jakande and others).
· Identification with the people.




Lecture 10
THE ORIGIN OF BROADCASTING IN NIGERIA
Broadcasting first came into Nigeria through radio due to the British colonial authority’s desire to keep the colonies in close link with London to promote colonial propaganda and provide information about Britain to the rest of the world.  
Radio broadcasting came into Nigeria in 1932 when the Empire Service from England began to relay British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) programmes to Lagos.
The Empire Services which launched on 19th December, 1932 was the world’s first regularly scheduled shortwave broadcast service. The service had two objectives:
1. To strengthen the colonial hold of Britain on the colonies, 
2. Provide an information link between Britain and colonial officers scattered all over the British Empire.
Monitoring stations were built in the colonies. These stations were engaged in redistribution of BBC programs in a system called “rediffusion” (RDS). The posts and telegraphs (P&T) department was in charge of these monitoring stations in Nigeria.
The BBC encouraged these overseas stations to re-broadcast the Empire Service programmes. This system of re-broadcast introduced broadcasting as a profession into Nigeria. Staff had to be employed and trained to handle the rebroadcast. The broadcast schedule had to be planned to ensure a sizeable audience. 
On realizing the limitations of wired broadcasting, the British colonial government introduced wireless broadcasting through radio waves in July 1936. 
From 1939 the RDS started to have Nigerian input as the Public Relations Office of the government  was allowed to contribute through local programs.  The Lagos station of the RDS was the first to broadcast Nigerian programs produced in a wooded building at Ikoyi. Later, another studio was built inside the Glover Memorial Hall and served as  the main studio till 1952.        
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