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GENERAL INTORDUCTION AND COURSE OBJECTIVES
This course focuses on the introductory aspect of semantics. The meaning, the meaning of meanings, the problem of meanings, sense properties and sense relations, problems of word vs. sentence meaning, semantic markedness, etc. The basic semantic theories such as componential analysis, meaning postulation, transformational generative semantics, are also examined in this study. 

The aims of this course are to expose the students to the study of meanings; help them to reason logically; assists in reading comprehension and apply the knowledge of Semantics to their daily interactions within and outside the campus.
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LECTURE ONE: THE MEANING OF SEMANTICS 
1.0	Introduction
This lecture focuses on the meaning of semantics by different scholars.  Linguists have not yet agreed on the specific meaning of semantics and as such any meaningful meaning of semantics can be used in the study of semantics.  
Objectives
At the end of this lecture, students should be able to:
i. Explain the meaning of semantics 
ii. Discuss different scholars’ viewpoints on Semantics
iii. Discuss the meaning of meaning.
Pre-Test
1. Explain semantics
2. Define semantics based on various authors
3. What is the meaning of meaning?
4. Why do you study semantics?



CONTENT
1.1	Semantics defined
Various linguistic scholars have different definitions of semantics. Crystal (1974) defines it as “the study of meaning of linguistics forms.” Lyons (1981) defines it as “the study of meaning.”  Semantics, also called semiotics, semology or semasiology, is the branch of linguistics that deals with the philosophical and the scientific study of meanings of words, sentences and utterances. The word, semantics, is formed from the Greek word “semaino ( which means to mean or to signify). The noun “ semantics” and the adjective, “semantic” are aerived from “semantikos” ( which means significant); “semiotics” comes form “semeiotikos” (pertaining to signs); semiology from “sema” (sign) “logo” (account) and “semassiology” from” semasia” (signification) plus logos. 

Semantics  also deals with the interpretations of words, signs and sentence structures. It is often considered in two major areas namely, the logical semantics and the lexical semantics. The logical semantics is concerned with matters that relate to sense and reference, presupposition and implication while the lexical semantics is concerned with analysis of words  meanings and relations between them.
1.2	Meaning of meanings?
Linguists have continued to debate on the meaning of meaning. Linguistics scholars have not generally accepted the meaning of meaning. In other words, what is the meaning of meaning has not been fully defined. 
The meaning of meaning is simply the idea, importance or value that is intended to be understood about a word, a sentence or an utterance. Meaning is not restricted to one linguistic unit or environment.
1.3	The diversity of meaning 
Meanings can be explained in various types namely: 
i. Lexical meaning
ii. Sentence meaning
iii. Grammatical meaning
iv. Utterance meaning 
v. Denotative meaning 
vi. Connotative  meaning 
vii. Descriptive meaning  and
viii. Non-descriptive meaning
Post-Test
1. Read the sentences and point out the items that give clue to the differences in meaning  in each pair 
A. (i)  The lady is very pretty (ii) Is the lady pretty at all?
B. (i) Have you seen him? (ii) You have seen him.
C. (i) She cooks bad eggs (ii) She is a bad egg in the family.
D. (i) The man is here. (ii) Was the man there?
E. (i) He is not my made. (i) He has a maid at home
2. For each pair in 1, state what type of meaning you have identified 
Bibliography
Crystal, D. (1974). What is Linguistics? London: Edward Arnold
Lyons, J. (1981). Language and Linguistics. London: Cambridge University Press.
https://www.brotammoca.com/science/semantics



LECTURE TWO: THE IMPORTANCE OF SEMANTICS
1.0 Introduction
This study discusses the importance of semantics to language and other related disciplines.  
Objectives
At the end of this study, the student should be able to:
(i) Identify the importance of semantics
(ii) Discuss the significant of semantics to language and other related disciplines 
Pre-Test
1. What are the uses of semantics?
2. Explain the significance of semantics to language and other related disciplines 
CONTENT
1.1:  Language as a Means of communication
Language is a means of communication by human beings. There are two forms of using language to communicate; and these are oral and written forms. Meaning must be attached to these forms before they can be meaningful. Semantics, therefore, shows how a speech community can provide meaning to language.  	
1.2: Differences in Human Language 	
After studying how a particular speech community provides meanings to language, semantics also shows how meanings are investigated and described by human language 
1.3: Interdependence of Aspects of Language 	
Semantics finds and describes how other aspects of language study such as Phonology, Lexis and Grammar interrelate to contribute significantly to the provision of meaning in human communication 
.
1.4: Units of language 	
 Language is usually described in units such as words, phrases, clauses and sentences. Semantics is used to show how meanings come in these units to bring about meanings. 

1.5: Ambiguity and Misunderstanding 
Ambiguous words, sentences or utterances are sometimes produced by speakers of languages. Ambiguities also lead to misunderstanding; therefore, Semantics is used to analyse the structure of sentences, etc. and establish the sources of the problem; with a view to clarifying them. 

1.6: Creative Use of language 
Creative writers use language denotatively and connotatively to create various meanings that suit their objectives. 
 
1.7 Varieties of Language Usage	 

Languages are sometimes used in unique ways to attract technical words and forms. There are used in specific fields and profession that a layman may find it difficult to interpret. The neologisms of these professions are of interest to Semantics. 
Post-Test
1. Enumerate the importance of  semantics.
2. What is ambiguity?
3. (i) Explain the sources of ambiguities. (ii) How can these ambiguities by minimized or avoided? 
4. What are the varieties of language used? 
Bibliography
Course Book on Language: Nigeria Certificate in Education (Cycle 4). Kaduna: National Teacher’s 
Institute 
Cruse, D. A. (1986). Lexical Semantics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press
















LECTURE 3: THE PROBLEM OF MEANING  
1.0 Introduction
This topic concentrates on the misunderstandings or misinterpretations of a speaker or a writer in communication.  
Objectives
At the end of this lesson, students should be able to:
i. Mention the components of communication 
ii. List and describe the problems that a speaker or a writer may encounter in communication 
Pre-Test
1. Mention the components of communication.
2. Identify the problems that the speakers or the writers can encounter in communication.
CONTENT
1.1: The components of communication: Communication involves the sender, the message, the channel, the receiver and the feedback.
1.2: The speaker and the problems of meaning: The speaker/writer/sender/encoder is very important in communication process because he is the originator of the message. He is expected to be aware of the situation (formal or informal), his target audience. He should also be conscious of other components of communication.  
1.3	The problems that May arise in the Process of Encoding his Messages are: 
       (i)  Events: If the encoder is not aware of the events he is talking about; if he is not equipped with correct facts and figures of what is subject matter is , he may encounter problems
      (ii)  linguistic tools 
(iii) Knowledge of the decoder
Lack of linguistic tools and knowledge of the decoder can constitute barriers to the speakers or writers 

1. 4	The Message and the Problems of Meaning 
 Unclear messages can be a major problem in communication. Therefore, the messages should be clear and easy to interpret.

1. 5   The Listener/Receiver and the Problem of Meaning 	 
The listener or the receiver must be conversant with the subject matter and should operate in the same linguistic level with the speaker; otherwise he will not understand the speaker/writer.

Post-Test
1. Identify and explain the components of communication 
2. What are the problems that the speakers and the writers encounter in the communication 

Bibliography
Lyons, J. (1977). Semantics 1: Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Lyons, J. (1981). Language and Linguistics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
































LECTURE 4: CHANGES IN MEANING: WORD AND SENTENCE MEANING
1.0 Introduction
This lecture focuses on the changes in meaning attached to various linguistic items in language. The level of words and sentences is the focus of this lecture. In other words, the concept of changes in meaning is discussed.
Objectives
By the end of this lesson, the students should be able to :
i. Explain the changes in meaning 
ii. Describe how changes in meaning is achieved at word level 
iii. Explain how changes in meaning is achieved at sentence level

Pre-Test
1. What are the changes observed in meaning
2. Explain how changes are achieved in word level 
CONTENT
Meaning is defined as “the idea, importance or value which is intended to be understood about a word or a sentence.”  Considering this definition, changes in meaning therefore imply the replacement of the  idea, importance or value attached to a word or a sentence in certain situations. There are many factors that are responsible for changes in meanings of words or sentences.
1.1  :  Changes in Meaning at word level	
Some words have more than one meaning and the meaning we refer to will be determined by how and where the word under reference is being used. We can illustrate this with the English word “produce” (Noun).
The verb “produce” has the following meanings:
(i) to make things to be sold especially in large quantities
(ii) something to grow or make something as part of a natural process ( to have a baby)
(iii) something to create something especially when skill is needed.
(iv) Something to cause a particular result or effect. 
(v) To show something or make something appear from somewhere, 
(vi) To give or select somebody with a particular skill
(vii) Something to be in charge of preparing a film , movies, play, etc. 
This same word, “produce” can be used as a noun; and in this sense it means:
(i) Things that have been made or grown, especially things connected with  farming ( farm produce) 
As shown above, the word, “produce” used as a verb or a noun has eight major uses due to different situations. This is an example of change that occurs in meaning as word level.
1.2: Change in meaning at sentence level
(a) The smiling murderer has come.
(b) The smiling pretty girl has come.
Although sentences (a) and (b) have the same structure, their meanings are not the same. (a) is actually signifies danger while (b) has no negative undertone. 
Again, word order can also affect the changes at sentence level 
.
Post-Test
1. Identify three words and show their differences 
2. Construct four sentences and indicate changes in them.

Bibliography
Cruse, D. A . (1986). Lexical Semantics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press
Rudzka, B. et al. (1981). The words you need. London: Macmillan




























LECTURE 5: MEANING RELATIONSHIP (SYNONYMS)
1.0	Introduction
This lecture focuses on synonyms, the nearest in meaning of words. 
Objectives
At the end of the lecture, students should be able to:
i. Define synonyms
ii. Identify synonyms and use them in sentences 
iii. 
Pre-Test
1. What is a synonym?
2. List five words and their synonyms. 
CONTENT
The word, “synonym” originates from two Ancient Greek words, “syn” (with) and “onoma”  (name). “Synonoma” therefore means “with the same name”. In semantics, it means, “sameness of meaning.” Synonyms are two or more words that are closely related in meaning. They are often substituted appropriately in sentences. Synonyms are not necessarily sameness in meaning.  Linguists observe that there is no true or perfect synonymy because of some differences in meaning of words.  Some words derive their meanings from the context of usage. In this regard, contextual interpretations can be used to derive meanings.  Examples are, demonstrate/ riot, flabbergast/ surprise, buy/ purchase, move/ advance/ proceed/, freedom/ liberty.

Post-Test
1. Identify five words and give their synonyms
2. Use the identified synonyms in (1) in five sentences 
3. Give the synonyms of the underlined words.
(i) Don’t get in a strop, I’ll soon be there.
(ii) He delivered an impeccable speech to his students.
(iii) Lackadaisical attitude will not be tolerated in this college.
(iv) The pandemonium was caused by women who felt marginalized.
(v) The woman was inundated with offers of goods from her husband.


Bibliography
Adedun,  E.  (2012). The Use of English for Academic Purpose . Lagos: University of Lagos Press
Course Book on Language: Nigeria Certificate in Education (Cycle 4). Kaduna: National Teacher’s 
Institute 
Yule, G. (ed). (2010.. The Study of Language.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press
http://www.thesaurus.com/brows/origin

LECTURE 6: MEANING RELATIONSHIP (ANTONYMS)
1.0 Introduction
This lecture examines the oppositeness of words. Linguists believe that there is no word that is exactly opposite in meaning to another. This is why the Dictionaries definition of anonyms are pairs of lexical items that are related in a variety of ways are quite suitable to this lecture. 
Objectives
At the end of the lecture, students should be able to:
i. Explain the meaning of antonyms
ii. Identify and use antonyms in sentences.
Pre-Test
1. What is the appositeness of meaning 
2. Identify three words and give their opposite
CONTENT
Antonyms are words that are nearly opposite in meaning. Just as it is applied to synonyms, there are no perfect antonyms. Some antonyms are formed with suffices while others take various words to denote their oppositeness.  Antonyms can be simple , gradable and complementary or contradictory.
(i) Simple antonyms: These are words whose negative forms imply their positive forms. Examples: go/come, sit/stand, far/near, etc.
(ii) Gradable antonyms: These are realized in terms of degree or qualities. Examples: Modern/old, small/big, handsome/ugly, etc. Gradable antonyms involve comparison. e.g. male/female,  
(iii) Complementary antonyms: They are non-gradable oppositeness. They are words that are not compatible in meaning. They do  not involve comparison,( e.g. you cannot say “more male” 
Post-Test
1. Give five examples of gradable antonyms.
2. What are non-gradable antonyms?
3. Write the opposite of the following words
i. Transparent
ii. Conspicuous 
iii. Transitive
iv. insensitive
v. Immoral 
vi. Concord
vii. Altruism
viii. Supercilious
ix. Circumspect 
x. Domesticate 


Bibliography
Course Book on Language: Nigeria Certificate in Education (Cycle 4). Kaduna: National Teacher’s 
Institute 
Irvine, A. H. (1964). Collins General Dictionary of Synonyms and Antonyms: London: Collins
Yule, G. (ed). (2010) . The Study of Language.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press






























LECTURE 7: MEANING IN ORAL LONGER DISCOURSE
1.0 Introduction
This lecture concentrates on oral longer discourses such as sermons in religious assemble, political campaigns, students’ rallies, etc. 
Objectives
At the end of the lecture, students should be able to:
i. Describe oral longer discourse
ii. Distinguish between oral long discourse and casual conversation 
iii. Explain how meanings are arrived at in oral discourse through various pitches and tones
Pre-Test
1. Describe oral longer discourse
2. How are meanings arrived at in oral longer discourse?
CONTENT
Discourse is a continuous piece of spoken or written language. In this lecture, our focus is on the continuous piece of spoken language or speeches. Speeches are usually formal because speakers make serious efforts to ensure that their level of information projection is high and the message send to the listeners are cogent. Speakers therefore use linguistic and paralinguistic devices to select their messages. 
Oral longer discourse is quite different from casual conversation; oral longer discourse needs serious preparation and presentation while casual conversation does not require such. In oral longer discourse, the speaker must ensure that he understands the purpose of the discourse; takes time to select the topic to fit the contexts; notes his limitations or scope; prepare very well, know his audience, be self confident and take other factors into consideration. These are not applicable to casual conversations; there are not preparations for their presentations.
1.1 Pitch and Tone Variation 
To make their discourses interesting and easily understood, speakers vary their pitches and tones. Pitch is the degree of highness or lowness of speakers’ voices.
1.2 Combination of tones
Also, speakers combine tones in connected speeches in order to achieve different goals. Speakers do not restrict themselves to one tune, rather they combine tune in different ways based on the tempo of their speeches, the audience and the type of messages they project.	

Post-Test
1. Differentiate oral longer discourse from casual conversation.
2. Write six oral longer discourse to be delivered to the students during their rallies. 

Bibliography
Allen, W. S. (1961). Living English Speech. London: Longman
Course Book on Language: Nigeria Certificate in Education (Cycle 4). Kaduna: National Teacher’s 
Institute 

































LECTURE 8: MEANING IN WRITING LONGER DISCOURSE
1.0 Introduction
This lecture focuses on writing longer discourse. Unlike the oral longer discourse, writing techniques/ mechanics have to be used in order to present writing appropriately. 
Objectives
At the end of the lecture, students should be able to:
i. Identify various punctuation marks.
ii. Explain how punctuation is used in written discourse
Pre-Test
1. List ten punctuation marks in English 
2. Discuss how the punctuation marks listed in (1) are used
CONTENT
Writing is the last language skills in English and it is very formal. It is possible for an individual to speak well but difficult for the same person to write well. To write properly, one needs to learn the techniques of writing and in this lecture, punctuation marks are treated. 
1.1: Punctuation in written Discourse
Punctuation is an integral part of Semantics. In other words, it is very important in understanding the meanings of sentences. It is used to give proper meanings to sentences. It indicates that something is about to come to a completion; that something is completed or that something is going to following something else. 
Punctuation marks are different signs that writers and speakers use to observe pauses. Full stops, quotation marks, apostrophe, etc. are used in phrases, clause and sentences to indicate pauses. Some punctuation marks indicate intonation patterns of spoken language while others are sometimes used to indicate external matters that have been brought into texts. 	

Quick and Greenbaum (201) observe that punctuations serve two main purposes:
One, the separation of successive units and included unites and two, the specification of language function. 
1.2: Punctuations Marks and their symbols
       i.         full stop (.)
       ii.        comma (,)
iii. Apostrophe (‘)
iv. question mark (?)
v. colon  (:)
vi. semi colon (;)
vii.  inverted commas (“     “ or ‘            ‘)
viii. exclamation mark (!)
ix.  hyphen (-) 
x.  dash (____)
xi. Capital letters ( APPLE)
xii. Brackets ( ) or  [       ]
xiii. Caret (^ )
xiv. Stroke (/)
xv. Ellipses (…) or (….)

1.3 Uses of Punctuation Marks 
Full stop (.): This is also called period and it is used to indicate the end of a sentence. It is used in abbreviation ; to differentiate between units of money ; to separate hours and minutes and to indicate a decimal point.
                  Comma (,):   This is used to observe a brief pause  in a sentence and:
(i) Separate two independent  clauses 
(ii) Set off introductory dependent clauses
(iii) Separate words and phrases 
(iv) Indicate the omission of a word
(v) Set off some words in a sentence when they are used alone
(vi) Indicate the beginning of direct quotation
Apostrophe (‘):  This is used to form possessives. 

Question Mark (?): This  is used to show a statement in a question form or to end a question tag. 

Colon  (:): This is used to:
(i) Introduce a quotation or speech
(ii) Indicate time of the day
(iii) Indicate a lies to items or names of persons

Semi Colon (;): This is used :
(i)  To join two sentences together when the second sentence starts with conjunctive adverbs 
(ii) When the coordinating conjunctions are omitted in a compound sentence. 

 Inverted Commas (“  ” ) or ( ‘    ’  ): 

Exclamation Mark (!): This is used to express surprises, joy or commands.

 Hyphen (-) : It is used in compound words, prefixes, etc.

 Dash (____):  It is used to :
(i) Bring many subjects belonging to the same verb together
(ii) Replace a word or phrase 
(iii) Show summary of a statement  
(iv) Indicate questions and answers (instead of colons) in courts of law.

Capital Letters ( APPLE):  Capital letters are used to indicate the beginning of the sentences, proper nouns, etc.

Brackets ( ) Or  [       ]:  These are used to enclose explanations after points have been made.     They are also used to enclose numbers, letters, etc. in chapters of textbooks. 

Caret (^ ): This is used as an editorial mark to show parts of a piece of writing where some lexical items have  been omitted.

Stroke (/) : It is used to mean “or” and to indicate a sound in oral English.

Ellipses (…) or (….) These are used to show that a portion of a quoted material has been omitted.  If they are four; the last dot is a full stop.

Post-Test
1. What is punctuation?
2. Identify ten punctuation marks.
3. Explain the uses of punctuation marks in English 
Bibliography
Anana, M. E. (2012). Oral and Written Communication for Higher Institutions. Lagos: Laf Nigeria
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LECTURE 9: MEANING IN LONGER DISCOURSE: TEXTUAL 

1.0 Introduction
This lecture examines how meaning is used beyond the sentential level.
Objectives
At the end of the lecture, students should be able to:
i. Explain textual relation 
ii. Identify cohesive devices 

Pre-Test
1. What is textual relation?
2. Identify cohesive devices and explain how they are used in texts.
CONTENT
 Students need to understand the meaning of a text before they can study textual relation effectively. Text, is “ a piece of language that forms a unified whole” and it is not just a collection of unrelated sentences; it has “texture” and it derives this texture from the fact that it functions   as a unit with respect to its environment.” Textual relation therefore, is the “ability of the sentences within the text to hang together internally by way of cohesion.” We derive meaning from a written discourse when there is a unified whole. The questions that should be addressed are “ “ How do sentences hang together?”,  “ What is cohesion?”, “ What are cohesive devices”, etc. Halliday and Hassan (1976) have adequately answered all these questions.
If there is no cohesion in a text, the reader may not derive full meaning of what he/she reads. This shows that cohesive devices are important to meaning. 
1.1	Cohesive devices 
These are devices used by the writer to tie his or her texts together. Examples are references, ellipsis, lexis, syntactic patterning, substitution, conjunction, concord and transitional connectives.	
1.2 Reference: Pronouns or articles can be used to refer to a noun, a discussion, an action or a concept mentioned earlier in the sentence within the paragraph or text.
1.3 Ellipsis: Ellipsis is used when a writer leaves out a word, a  phrase or a clause which he world have repeated in another sentence. We have nominal ellipsis, verbal ellipsis and clausal ellipsis. 
Example: 
 Ayo: Are you going to be around tomorrow?  
Funmi: No.
Elliptical portion  I won’t come because I have taken permission to see my supervisor. 
1. 4 : Transitional connectives: Examples of these are however, in order to, meanwhile , nevertheless, as a result of, in spite of, finally, in conclusion, etc. 

Post-Test
1. What is a text?
2. List and explain three cohesive devices.
3. Identify the cohesive devices used in the passage below.

The small thatched house was filled to its capacity. Many people stood as there was no room at all for people to stay. It was indeed a mammoth crowd. Everyone wanted to have a full view of the new Pentecostal prophetess who had shaken her vicinity and its environs through her “miraculous” power. The sick, the lame, the blind and all sorts of disabled persons had been brought to the venue days before the D-day. They did not mind the inconvenience, let alone the dirtiness, stink and odour that oozed through the broken pipe (that was connected to the dilapidated pit toilet nearby).

Big men and women, who naturally will not pass through such a place under normal circumstances, “lowered” (not humble) themselves ; removed their shoes (some of which they did not come out to see because some “funny”  worshippers made away with them) and walked bare-footed into the “holy  of all holies.” Meanwhile three young boys and three young girls emerged from the vestry and chanted sonorous incantations in preparation for the coming of the long expected end-time prophetess.

The old toothless prophetess finally came in after few minutes of incantations. Many people gave a sigh of release. On her head was a long dangling red scarf with different beasts all round the edges. On her neck was a shawl and all sizes and multi-coloured necklaces. She wore a long white floating gown with red grills on its neck and hands. She also tied a big red belt. On her wriest were two cowries tied with fresh palm frond. Four bodyguard accompanied her in, while two young and exceptionally beautiful ladies ushered her in . 


Bibliography
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LECTURE 10: SOCIETAL FACTORS IN THE DETERMINATION OF MEANING
1.0 Introduction
This lecture focuses on the acceptable meaning in the society. When two or more people have conflicts in the society; the conflicts are traceable to misinterpretations or misunderstandings. To minimize or avoid rancor and fracas in the society, we need to understand one another. 
Objectives
At the end of the lecture, students should be able to:
i. Describe society
ii. Explain social factors in relation to meaning 

Pre-Test
i. What is the society?
ii. Explain how societal factors influence meaning
CONTENT
1.1	Society Defined 
The society here means the speech community. The concept of the speech community which is used here denotes that speakers of the langue are found in every geographical location. These locations are speech communities.
1.2 Societal factors 
These can be grouped into two namely: the international or global society and the national or local society. Whether we consider international or local societies, major factors that determine meaning are:
i. The status and the role of the langue 
ii. The stage of development of a society 
iii. Cultural influences
iv. Mass media
v. Politics
vi. War 	
Post-Test
1. What is a society in relation to language?
2. Differential an international society from a local society.
3. List and explain the factors the determine meanings in the society 
Bibliography
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LECTURE 11: PRACTICAL EXERCISES IN MEANING
1.0 Introduction
Here, the lecturer gives students practical tests on Semantics to determine whether or not they actually understand the introductory aspect of Semantics 
Objectives
At the end of the lecture, students should be able to:
i. Explain the meaning of conversation
ii. Discuss the meaning of words in isolation
Pre-Test
1. What is conversation 
2. Explain the meaning of words in isolation 
CONTENT
Practical activities are given to the students based on the lecturer’s discretion. However, students may be asked to create sender-message-receiver situation in responding to remarks and questions. They may give answers to the following questions.	
1. When do you say the follow:
(a) I am very sorry
(b) Have a good night
(c) Take care
(d) How are you
(e) Congratulations
(f) What a sad time
(g) Who is there
(h) Happy Easter
(i) Where do you live? 
(j) Oh what a pity!
(k) When did it happen.
(l) What  a happy day
(m) Accept my sympathy
(n) Why me!
(o) What!
(p) Give my regards to your children
(q) Have a lovely weekend
(r) It shall be well
(s) My good God
(t) Say, it is not so! 
	
Post-Test
1. Make ten sentences and determine their meanings in certain circumstances
2. Determine meanings in spoken discourses
Bibliography
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LECTURE 12: REVISION
1.0 Introduction
This is a revision class and as such the lecturer summarises the study on Semantics. The meaning and the importance of Semantics, meaning at word and  at sentences levels , synonyms and antonyms, meanings of oral longer discourse, long written discourse, textual relation and societal factors are reviewed.
Objectives
At the end of the lecture, students should be able to:
i. Discuss the meaning, nature and importance of Semantics
ii. Determine meaning at word and sentence level
iii. Identify synonyms and antonyms
iv. Describe oral longer discourse
v. Describe written longer discourse
vi. Describe societal factors
vii. Describe the meaning of conversation
Pre-Test
1. What are the importance of Semantics? 
2. Discuss meanings at word level.
3. Determine meanings at sentence level.

CONTENT
Semantics is the scientific study of meanings in a language. It has various approaches and analyses. One approach deals with what the linguists call semantic rules while another depends on what they call exponential analysis.  On the one hand, the meaning of a lexical element is specified by the set of all the meaning postulates in which it occurs with the use of semantic rules. On the other hand, componential analysis approach defines meaning of a lexical element in terms of semantic components.  
 
The semantic rule approach is illustrated as:
Man			male and adult
Woman		female and adult
Boy		            male  and  adult 


The componential  analysis approach is illustrated as:
Man:	   	 [ human +  adult + male]
Woman:	 [ human +  adult + female]
Boy:		  [ human +  adult + male]
		                                     ( Language Course Book : 266) 

Post-Test
1. With copious examples differentiate synonyms from antonyms
2. Explain oral longer discourse
3. Discuss written longer discourse with reference to punctuation
4. What is a society?
5. Explain societal influences to language use.
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