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Drefrce

This book of reading addresses various issues, problems, challenges and
hopes of ethically sacrosanct leadership patterns and governance system in
the polity of Nigeria's 21" century political system. Proper care was taken to
ensure the breakdown of the subject matter into easily internalisable
categories. The exemplications are apt to keep the general readership at
convenience with the concepts and ideas articulated in the book. Authors
opined that unless Nigeria presents and practices corrupt free, strong and
accountable leadership with impeccable governance system, Nigerian
power blocs may not be able to achieve globally competitive nation
building projects capable of providing employment, wealth, equality and
good governance.

Chapter one appraises State-Local Relations in Nigeria using a theoretical
perspective. The authors are of the opinion that the super-ordinate
subordinate state-Local relations accounted for ineffectiveness and
inefficiency of Local government in service delivery at the grassroots.
Chapter two examines the efficacy of Public-Private-Partnership in
promoting rural development in Nigeria. The contributors established
intellectual lacuna, the aspects that have little been explored and largely
uncharted viz: PPP as a strategy for the promotion of good governance that
supports transparency, probity, rule of law, responsiveness and
accountability as well as PPP as a catalyst to rapid rural development. They
concluded that for Nigeria to regain the commanding heights of the
Nigeria's economy, we must synergies. Chapter three deals with the nexus
between Local government and service delivery and the authors found out
that the Local governments that are supposed to be nearest in service
delivery are only so in physical existence but farer to the people in the
provision of infrastructure, employment, wealth and security at the
grassroots; ostensibly due to unethical behaviours and practices. While
chapter four explores rural deprivation as the bane of national development.

Chapter five appraises democracy and national development with the
authors' opinions that democracy has become antithetical to development in
Nigeria, and unless we change our attitudes and orientation, our leaders and
societies shall continue to be sagging and sapping economically. In chapter
six, the role of the state in de-bureaucratizing the public sector was
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apping as a Variant of Terrorism in Nigeria

Kidn

Erigbe, Patience. 4.

duction
One of the primary res
tection of lives and prope
stitutional stipulation that ha

ponsibilities of €Very government is
rty in any sovereign state. This ig a

ppers had specific objectives either against the
sovernment or an identified group. In order to secure the freedom of

¥ictims, negotiations were initiated by an intermediary ag Jointly agreed.
Kidnapping was never a feature of the socio-cultural tradition of the
Nigerian society. Kidnapping was only then a foreign news item as it had
Seen entrenched in Europe, the Middle Eastand elsewhere.

A major fampant social problem that threatened the security of
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lives in Nigeria between 1970 and the early 2000s was armed robbery. The
government embarked on several measures one of which was the
establishment of the Anti-Robbery Unit of the Nigeria Police. Anothes
measure was the public execution of convicted armed robbers by firing
squad. Overtime, other life-threatening social problems evolved among
which are suicide bombing, militancy, arson, terrorism and kidnapping
(Adelekan, 2015). These devastating acts were alien to Nigeria betwees
1960 and 1999. What is currently assuming a new dimension in the
Nigerian society is kidnapping, whichis a rapidly growing phenomenon.
The extent to which school children have become victims of kidnapping has
made it a security threat to schools and parents in particular.

As the society develops and its population grows, a number of
' socio-economic ills suddenly begin to emerge. For developing countries,
such socio-economic problems are the products of poverty, ignorance,
government insensitivity, unemployment and depression (Todaro and
Smith, 2011). Nigeria has recorded an increasing spate of kidnapping cases
in less than S years. Indeed, the spread of kidnapping to several states across
the country has made it a national socio-economic concern to both the
government and law-abiding members of the populace. Several states in
Nigeria, including Anambra, Enugu, Abia, Rivers, Delta, Kaduna, Bauchi,
Ogun and Lagos have had cases of kidnapping recorded. In Delta State,
expatriate workers were the target of kidnappers. Some economic
inadequacies must have compelled some Nigerians to think of engagement
and active participation in kidnapping as an economic option for survival.
Kidnapping is not only a crime because of the brutality applied in the
process, but among others, it involves tormenting the victims into a state of
psychological trauma. In some other cases, victims lose their lives.

(R I R L L -

Kidnapping is a forceful abduction of an individual, violating the
individual's right to freedom and privacy. It is a despicable act, viewed as an
act of wickedness and a crime against humanity. Kidnappers are labeled as
criminals who threaten the peaceful co-existence of members of the society.
Consequently, kidnapping creates a situation of insurgency. The gravity of
kidnapping tends to have redefined its modern classification as terrorism. In

_—
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Simes, terrorism was restricted to violence directed at making

t concede to a political aim or objective of a group (Odita, and
L 2017). It was hitherto a tactical political weapon used by a group in

=onto government's policy, plan, clout or stance.

In the same sense, it had been used in the past to compel
sent to release rebels, war prisoners and arrested members of a
MSE=T group, seen as fighting a cause, contrary to government's stance.
ex, changes in the socio-political environment and the dynamics of
Bonal relations have infused extended meaning(s) into terrorism

2016). In modern times, terrorism is being pursued for economic
¢ 1o achieve certain objects by an identified group. It implies that

= of terrorism are acts that Oppose peace, infuse fear and extort gains
ssuspecting individuals.

Kidnapping is programmed to precision by kidnappers, having
=ed sufficient information and made provisions for its execution. It is
‘ously planned and executed. It entails prior surveillance and
mg of information about the routine of the target victim, victim's
on and movement, Indeed, timing of kidnapping is a critical factor that
pether jeopardize or facilitate the kidnapping operation. Kidnappers are

ary of security forces. Consequently, they are armed and ready both to
themselves and to kill.

sgraphic Frame of Kidnappers

Who are the kidnappers? Kidnapping requires courage, agility,
w=ical fitness, mental alertness, swiftness and ability to handle dan gerous

Mreatening weapons. These attributes can only help to trace the
of people involved in kidnapping. Consideration is thus given to
two physically active groups in this instance. These are the youth and
%s of the age range between27 years and 40 years. Perhaps individuals
%o the age of 45 years may be included by reason of physical fitness and
“nation towards criminality. Adults, who are 50 years old and above, are
wded. They may not have the physical fitness, agility, swiftness and
%y to handle dangerous weapons for such a willful and obnoxious act as
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kidnapping.

Women are also excluded from the category of kidnappers &
virtue of their vulnerability. Their physical weakness is a strong argument 3
their favour. As such, they may not be able to absorb the rigorous process
the kidnapping operation. In terms of physical strength, the male gender &
plausible participant. From the several arrests made by the police 3
Nigeria, all the culprits were male, although in about two other separz

cases, two female suspects were paraded.

Theory of Deviance
Considering the criminal nature of kidnapping, the theory

deviance suffices. Any individual who commits a crime behaves contrary
the laws and expectations of society. Consequently, such individuals 2
labeled as deviants. The concept of deviance is reference to those activitie
and forms of behavior which violate the cultural norms on any particuk
social group or society. Robert K. Merton argued that deviance is not bas:
on the personality of an individual but conditioned by culture and socies
structure (Allison, 2016). Inference from Merton's contribution to &
theory of deviance reveals that where much emphasis is placed on financ
success and relatively less importance is attached to the institutional mea
of achieving success, individuals who are unable to adapt to the ethic
means of attaining success may be compelled to take recourse

unconventional channels.

Reasons for adopting unorthodox methods are not far from lack @
sound (quality) education, restricted opportunities, unemploymes
psychological frustration, occupation of the lower stratum of sociel
poverty and absence of good behavior conditioning model. Non conformis
to the ethical standards lures individuals to turn to crime in order to mes
their personal goals and objectives (Ugbo, 2014). Such a desire only give
credence to the principle of the survival of the fittest. Individuals who a=8,.
gainfully employed, deriving satisfaction from such employment will, and
should, have no obligation being engaged in kidnapping. The plausib
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reason for rampant kidnapping in Nigeria is to secure ransoms. This theory
only argues that kidnappers are unemployed, frustrated and in need of
economic means of survival. Nigeria has a high rate of unemployment.

There are currently over 10 million unemployed people. The figure
is not inclusive of school drop-outs and those who were retrenched for some
reasons. There is also considerable disguised unemployment. This is
evident in most of the developing African countries. In Nigeria, graduate
unemployment has become a social problem. Nigeria produces thousands
of graduates from the country's tertiary institutions annually, but less than
15 per cent of them have any chance of employment security (Akintoye and
Awosika, 2000). Many graduates have become social miscreants with
perceptibly an uncertain future.

Components of Crime

From the sociological perspective, crime is any act or behavior that
violates constituted norms and it attracts widespread societal disapproval.
Crime is therefore a form of deviance from societal norms and values.
However, what constitutes crime in one society may not be viewed as
criminal in another society. Crime against individuals involves violence or
threat of violence. Such acts include murder, manslaughter, assault, rape,
burglary and armed robbery. Property crime is also inclusive (Zimako,
2010). This is theft of property belonging to other people. In times past,
property theft used to be a common phenomenon in Nigeria.

Emphasis has often been placed by moralist on social vices which
they deem as criminal in nature. These are criminal activities for which
offenders suffer to prevent future occurrence. These include also drug
peddling, drug addiction, gambling, forgery and prostitution among others.
The Nigerian government already has measures against each of these
crimes. But, the extent of effectiveness of the measures is another issue for
discussion. The issue of organized crime should be mentioned. Some
members of the society, with knowledge of the what constitutes a crime
with its attendant punishment, still fall into circumstances that tend to
compel them to commit crimes. The process, means and methods of
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committing crimes are becoming more sophisticated in modern times.
instance, reference is made to organized crimes. Organized crimes can
traced to a network of unlawful activities in whicha group of criminals
involved. They gather some intelligence that will aptly aid their missi
Indeed, the penal code and Nigeria's legal system specify the classific
of crimes and their respective punishments.

Intelligence Gathering

Information is required about the whereabouts and syndic
operations of kidnappers. Aerial and land surveillance by security agenci
particularly the police is imperative. But inability of security agencies
apprehend kidnappers who succeed in obtaining the ransom
disappearing is suggestive of failure of intelligence. The need to identi
critical and vulnerable areas of attack has become necessary. There
suggestions that security agencies and government should devise new
scientific means of combating kidnapping.

Reappraisal of intelligence operatives and their counter insurgency
approach is needful in the current disposition. The rise in suddem
kidnapping cases is only indicative of inadequate information
communication infrastructure required for tactical and strategic
surveillance operations atall times. According to Prof. Isaac Albert:

“The situation is now very disturbing. While
kidnapping is now mass-based as the perpetrators
are no longer interested in taking one person, but
two or more, Boko Haram is now showing more
interest in killing senior officers since it is a well-
known strategy in terrorism that when you kill
commanders, the fighting forces become less
committed. The government is trying its best, but
we must approach the situation more
scientifically. Why are kidnappers taking groups
and not individuals?...” (The Guardian, January
19,2017)
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Intelligence gathering operations involve systematic monitoring of
sphone calls between the group of kidnappers and the families of the
ims involved. However, this operational mode would require the
speration of telephone network service providers across the country.
tional support from network service providers would strengthen the
ligence base of security agencies as well expose kidnappers data
le.

5PN R

lusion

While rampant kidnapping deters foreign investors from investing
Nigeria, it denies the country of earnings from tourism. Indeed,
ational tourists are compelled to develop a negative image of the
ntry. Security is of importance to both government and society. It is
ical for the attainment of economic objectives, entry of investors, unity
e country and national development. In an attempt to stem kidnapping,
Lagos State Government signed a bill into law. The new law prescribes
th penalty for kidnappers whose victims die in their custody and life
isonment for those who kidnap for a ransom (Odita, and Salau, 2017).

- W MM W B

The Lagos State Government seems to recognize the dangerous
nsion that kidnapping has assumed in Nigeria. Kidnappers must be
ished within the ambit of the law as a deterrent to other intending
bdnappers. Furthermore, concerted political will is needed to track
aappers and their sponsors as well as inflict on them deserving
asishment. The Nigeria Police have recorded some success in tracking
and arresting some kidnappers. They rightly deserve commendation
such efforts, but the incessant occurrence of kidnapping is an indication
the battle against the crime is still going on.

The formation and training of a special anti-kidnapping squad
puld be embarked upon. The squad should be provided with necessary
adern equipment to enable it function effectively. This is strongly
mended for the battle against kKidnapping. While Nigerians have to be
wchful of unusual loitering of strange individuals within any community,
inapping currently poses a tactical challenge to the Nigeria police which
ould be scientifically approached.
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