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                                    ABSTRACT
This study is an effort at exploring the perceived effectiveness of electronic media in combating drug abuse in Lagos and Ogun states. The mass media perform informative and educative functions through campaigns against societal vices, hence the expectations that they should discourage environmental pollution. The study having reviewed the current literature on the subject, investigates the perception of young people, especially students of institutions of higher learning in Lagos and Ogun states, on the effectiveness of electronic media in combating drug abuse in Nigeria. The researcher employed the survey research method, with questionnaires used as the primary instrument of data collection, with a sample drawn among students from the Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta and the University of Lagos, Akoka. The gathered data was analysed using simple inferential statistics. The study revealed that apart from the fact that young people take to drug mostly due to peer pressure, the most heard of all the drugs by most of the respondents is Cocaine. In addition, young people who consume radio and/or television content are more likely to hear about drugs and drug problems on television. However, it is perceived that the media is not doing enough in educating the general public on drug abuse, even though the media is not hindered in any way from carrying out this duty. Lastly, it is perceived that the media is not presenting adequate information on drug abuse to the general public. The study recommends among other things that the media should increase its efforts in educating the public about the dangers of drug abuse; investigative sources and distribution channels of illicit drugs and partner with policy makers and regulators on enacting and implementing laws that will help reduce the lure for illicit drugs use.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND OF STUDY
Over the years till date, the mass media has always been referred to as the “watch dog” of the society. According to Okunna (1999), the mass media performs quite a number of functions, which are all beneficial to every member of the society. According to her, these functions range from informative and educative functions to other functions of the mass media. Through the implementation of the informative and educative function, certain attempts can be made to campaign against and possibly eradicate some societal problems, one of which is the problem of drug abuse. 
Drug abuse is a global health and social problem with varying conditions and consequences. Drug abuse is the primary reason why many youths are criminals and sufferers of many health problems in our society today. This is because wrongful intake of hard drugs is capable of damaging the physical as well as mental well-being of the individual by causing depression or stimulating the central nervous system to produce other forms of disability, which can on the long run cause harm to society at large. 
According to the National Drug Use Survey released in Abuja in 2019, the number of drug users in Nigeria is estimated at 14.4 percent or 14.3 million people aged between the ages of 15 and 64. Data shows that the prevalence of drug use in Nigeria last year was more than double the world average of (5.6 per cent). Based on the data collected by 38,850 household respondent and 9,344 high-risk drug users in all the states of the country, the report presents for the first-time reliable data on the prevalence of drug use in Nigeria at the national level and also by geopolitical area and state. This report also shows that there is a gap in meeting the needs for treatment and care needs of people with drug use disorders. Despite the fact that about 3 million Nigerians live with some degree of drug addiction, the very limited availability of drug counselling and treatment services exacerbates this health crisis. While pointing out the report of the first nationwide survey on the level and forms of drug use in Nigeria in 2019, Health Minister Dr. Osagie Ehanire said that there is a need to work harder to reduce the harmful health effects on increasing drug use. 
In addition, according to the 2019 Nigeria National Drug Use Survey, 4.6 million people in Nigeria photograph the degree of consumption in 2018, primarily tramadol and cough syrup prescriptions for non-medical purposes. Nigeria’s National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) says drug use in schools is a major problem. (Alemika, 1998). In Lagos state, for example, more than 5% of the school population in Nigeria have been taking a psychotropic drug once in their lives (Alemika 1998).
Despite inventions by the National Agency for Food and Drug Administration and Control (NAFDAC) and other agencies, 40 percent of students experiencing a variety of substance abuse. Drug use is common among secondary school students. Alcohol is the most widely used psychiatric drug in the United States, with approximately 90% of students using it before leaving high school (National Institute on Drug Abuse ,2000). In Nigeria, the NAFDAC report states that approximately 61% of the Nigerian population (NAFDAC, 2008) has the highest drug use. Drug abuse among students is subject to legal drugs and drug uses. The most commonly used illicit drugs by students are cannabis, ecstasy, heroin, and lysergic acid diethylamide (NAFDAC, 2004).
Considering the availability, effects and increased use of drugs in Nigeria in general, and recent rises in political violence that are thought to be linked to the abuse of drugs in Nigeria, it is important to establish the perceived effectiveness of electronic media in combating drug abuse in Lagos and Ogun state.
1.2 STATEMENT OF PROBLEM
The continuous abuse of drugs has led to a situation whereby the drug addict finds utmost comfort in the intake of these drugs. The effects of intoxication are not only harmful to the addict, but also to society as a whole. Despite all this, this trend is still on the increase especially amongst youths and students in higher institutions of learning, which in the long run will become a serious threat to the society. 
1.3 OBJECTIVES
1. To examine whether or not the media educate and enlighten the general public on drug abuse.
2. To know if the media is perceived as having challenges in creating awareness on drug abuse.
3. To examine if the mass media is perceived as presenting adequate information on drug abuse to the general public.

1.4 RESEARCH QUESTIONS
1. How is the media perceived in terms of enlightening the general public on drug abuse?
2. How easy does the public perceive the role of media in creating awareness on drug abuse?
3. How is the media perceived in terms of presenting adequate information on drug abuse to the general public?  

1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF STUDY
This study benefits the public, the government, and especially young people, as the media is a major contributor to dissemination of information on drug abuse. This research will enlighten the society on the dangers of drug abuse. Drug use has a detrimental effect on society and the nation. By the end of this study, the audience will know the effectiveness of the media in combating drug abuse.

1.6 SCOPE OF THE STUDY
Geographical scope: the location to be covered in this study is Lagos and Ogun states.
Participatory scope: the people expected to participate in this study are youths and students in higher institutions of learning.

1.7 LIMITATION OF THE STUDY
This study is limited to Lagos and Ogun state students in higher institution of learning because the researcher does not have the objectives and the resources to conduct a nationwide survey. This research work is focusing on students in higher institution of learning, which is just a section of the youths in the society. The research may not be able to treat the research topic on a wider scope because of limited resources.

1.8 DEFINITION OF TERMS
Perceive: To be aware or conscious of something.
Effectiveness: The degree to which something is successful in producing a desired result.
Mass media: The means of communication that reach large numbers of people in a short time, such as television, newspaper, magazine, and radio.
Media: This term refers to components of the mass media communications industry, such ad print media, publishing, the news media, photography, cinema, broadcasting (radio and television), and advertising.
Drug: A drug is a chemical substance used in the treatment, cure, prevention, or diagnosis of disease or used to otherwise enhance physical or mental well-being.
Drug Abuse: Is the use of prescription or over-the-counter drugs for purposes other than those for which they are meant to be used, or in excessive amount. 
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  CHAPTER TWO
                         LITERATURE REVIEW

2.0 Conceptual Framework
This conceptual framework has been established from various sources related to this research work. It focuses on the perceived effectiveness of electronic media in the fight against drug abuse in Lagos and Ogun states. This section provides an overview of the various types of electronic media, outlining their objectives, advantages and their limitations, as well as the perceived causes of drug abuse, commonly abused drugs and the health consequences and risks.

2.1 An Overview of Electronic Media
Electronic media are media that present their content to an audience by electronic electromechanical means. This contrasts with static media (mostly printed), whose content today is often created electronically, but does not require the end user access it electronically, but in the printed form. Video recordings, audio recordings, multimedia conferences, slideshows, CDs, and online content are the main electronic media shard by the general public. Most new media are Digital Media. However, electronic media can be in either analog electronic data or digital data format. Although the terms are generally associated with content recorded on media, recordings are required for live streaming and online networking. Any device used in the electronic communication process (for example, television, radio, telephone, desktop computer, game console, handheld device, etc) can also be considered as electronic media
2.2 The Concept of Drug Abuse
Drugs are substances used mainly for medical purposes to treat illnesses such as malaria, typhoid, indigestion, constipation, and others. According to Carrol (1998), drug is any substance which when taken, enters the body to change the body function and structure. On the other hand, according to Njoku (2004), drug abuse is the substance abuse or disorder that is characterized by a destructive pattern of substance that causes serious to problem or suffering. According to Coleman (2010), drug abuse is the scenario when drug is taken more than it is prescribed. It could be seen as the use of illicit drugs, or the abuse of prescription or over-the-counter drugs. According to Carrol (1989), drug abuse is the deliberate use of chemical substances for reasons other than intended medical purposes and which can cause physical, mental, emotional or social impairment to the users. 
The National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) has stated that drug misuse in schools is a major problem (Alemika, 1998). According to Alemika (1998), about 20% of the schools’ population in Lagos, Nigeria, has taken a psychoactive drug once in their lives. Many of these practices are deeply influenced by the peer culture, that is, children, teens and young adults learn and imitate from their favourite and respected peers. These young people involved in such dangerous behavior often have high-level conflict with their parents and lack self-control, and suggest that they engage in such behaviors in order to cope with their stressful life. Teenagers and youths, who abuse these substances often perform poorly in school, involve themselves in family problems, display deviant behavior, and have low self-esteem.
Drug addiction can be referred to as substance dependent or chemical dependency; it is a disease that is characterized by a destructive pattern of drug abuse that causes significant problems of tolerance, or withdrawal from the substance, and their work or school performance (Akus 2010). Drug addiction can also be referred to as dependence on legal or illegal drug or medication, and this act can cause serious long-term consequences, including problems with physical and mental health, relationship with family and the society, and the law (Moronkola 2003). Also, a drug addict is a person whose life is dependent on drug. (Obaje 2009).
The social, economic and health implications of drugs are enormous that Nigeria cannot continue to treat this matter with levity. It is estimated that around 230 million people or 5% of the world’s population (aged 15 to 64) have used an illegal drug at least once in their life time (Drug Report in Abuja on June 27, 2012). In West Africa, including Nigeria, cannabis is reportedly the most widely abused drug. The rate at which young people abuse drugs in Nigeria is alarming. Based on my research, I found that young people frequently abuse drugs in large cities likes Lagos, Port Harcourt and Abuja. And the drugs they frequently abuse are cocaine, heroin and marijuana (The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime launched in 2014). 
The UNODC Country Representative in Nigeria, Mariam Sissoko, said recently that Nigeria is at the risk of becoming the center of methamphetamine trafficking, as most of the stimulants in East Asia are said to originate from West Africa. Between July 2011 and February 2012, it was reported that the National Drug Law Enforcement Agency had discovered two secret laboratories aimed at producing of methamphetamine in Lagos.





2.3 Causes of Drug Abuse 
Haladu (2003) identified the following main causes:
·  Experimental Curiosity: The curiosity to experiment with unknown facts about drugs are what inspires adolescents to use drug. The first experience induces a state of arousal like happiness and pleasure which in turn motivate them to continue.
· Peer Group Influence: Peer pressure plays an important role in the effect of drug abuse on many adolescents. This is because peer pressure is a fact of adolescent and youth life. By trying to be less dependent on their parents, they show more dependence on their friends. In Nigeria, as in other parts of the world, you cannot enjoy other people’s organization unless you adhere to their standard.
· Lack of parental care: Many parents do not time care of their sons and daughters. Some parents have little or no interaction with family members, while others force their children to pass exams or perform better in their studies. This triggers an unusual event and increases drug abuse
·  Personality Problems due to socio-economic conditions: Adolescents with personality                                                  problems due to socio-economic conditions are known to abuse drugs. The social and economic status of most Nigerians is below average. Poverty, broken homes, and unemployment is on the rise, so young people roam the streets in search of jobs or turn to begging. These situations are aggravated by lack of skills, training and retraining opportunities and lack of decisive actions to promote job creation by private and community entrepreneurs. The frustration that arises from these problems leads to seeking help from drug abuse for temporarily relieve stress and related problems.
· The need for energy to work for long hours: The growing economic downturn that leads to poverty and incapability of the people has led many parents to send their children out in search of ways to contribute to their family’s income. These children engage in hawking, bus conducting, tidying up, canteen services, etc. and tend to use drug to gain more energy at long hours of work.
·  Availability of the Drugs: In many countries, the prices of drugs have come down as the supply has increased withdrawal.
          
· The Need to prevent the Occurrence of Withdrawal symptoms: If a medication is discontinued, the user experiences what is called “withdrawal symptoms”. Pain, anxiety, excessive sweating and tremors are the symptoms of these symptoms. 
Some children are attracted to abuse some of these illicit drugs for different reasons. For some of them, it is a way of identifying with habits that are mistakenly believed to be for sophisticated and fun-loving people. These children find that some of their peers enjoy smoking, drinking, and abusing drugs. They watch television and home movies and imitate people who use illicit drugs 

2.4 Coverage of Drug Abuse on Television
Television has a greater reach than print media outlets, which means more people are likely to hear about tobacco stories in print (Pew Research Center, 2013). Television's ability to maintain and stimulate audiences has been recognized since its launch. Historically, in the United States, the favorite drink of television characters, both theatrical and comic, has been alcohol. Alcoholic beverages were featured regularly and their representation was neutral or positive. With the regular presentation of alcohol on television, the viewer could see more than a dozen episodes on a late-night television program. Given the current use and abuse of alcohol by young people in the United States, it seems appropriate for health advocates to consider how alcohol and drinking are portrayed on television (Borzekowski, 1996).  
Roper (1973) argued that the role of television advertising in the widespread of drug abuse was a matter of grave concern to the public.  It is not scientifically clear to what extent over-the counter (OTC) advertising helps in drug use and abuse, it is widely believed that such advertising helps in public misguidance. Regarding drug use and need, it reinforces the values, exacerbates this important public health problem.
In addition, in terms of the proportion, and coverage of illicit drug description in news stories, television may be more focused on disrupting social norms and prevailing groups norms than epidemiological statistics. (Gans, 1979). The drug story on television news offers yet another illustration of how simply the news is led by official framings of social problems (Sharp, 1992; Beckett, 1994).

2.5 Empirical Studies
In a study titled “Effects of Drug Abuse and Addiction on Students’ Academic Performance: Evidence from Federal Polytechnic”, carried out in 2019 by Ahmed and Amina, it was discovered that the academic performance of students has been hampered due to the effects of drug abuse and addiction. The study explored data from both primary and secondary sources while analysis was made using the simple percentage and Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS). The study recommended that public education should be carried out intermittently on the risks of drug abuse while the regulatory bodies be reinforced to carry out their functions effectually so as to curb the menace, particularly in Nigeria’s institutions of higher learning. 
Meanwhile, McGinty et al noted that numerous evidence-based public health solutions got little news coverage because medication treatment for opioid use disorder was mentioned in 9% of news stories and the harm reduction solutions syringe services programs and safe consumption sites were mentioned in 5% and 2% of news stories respectively.  This was contained in their 2019 report titled “U.S. news media coverage of solutions to the opioid crisis, 2013–2017”. They examined whether and how news coverage of answers has moved in the recent years of the catastrophe. They analyzed a random sample of 600 U.S. news stories published/aired by high circulation/viewership national and local print and television news outlets from 2013 to 2017.
According to a 2018 Journalism & Communication Monographs article by Siff, with the title: “Why Do You Think They Call It Dope?”: Richard Nixon’s National Mass Media Campaign Against Drug Abuse, it was revealed that through the Ad Council’s process of appraising and earning broadcast network clearances for individual advertisements that ridiculed alcohol and other legally advertised products were cleared from the national campaign. The study explored how corporate, political, and public health concerns, shaped the Nixon administration’s public service advertising campaign against drug abuse between 1970 and 1973.
Kamara (2018) carried out a study with the resolve to examine drug abuse and its influence on the psychological well-being of students in Public Secondary Schools in Molo Sub- County, Nakuru Kenya. The study used a mixed method approach for data collection and analysis, involving 120 participants from five schools, sampled out of 26 schools through probability and non-probability sampling. The study found that cigarette, alcohol, marijuana, bhang, and cannabis were the commonly abused drugs by high school students in Molo sub - county. In additon, peer pressure, availability of drugs, curiosity, depression, and anxiety are important factors of drug abuse among public high school students.
Furthermore, Ekpenyong (2012) who studied Drug Abuse in Nigerian Schools: A Study of Selected Secondary Institutions in Bayelsa State, South-South, Nigeria, found out that the views of the students with regards to drugs and substance abuse added considerably to their behaviour on these issues. The study, whose aim was to explore the perceptions of public secondary school students around drugs and substance abuse and how these perceptions influence their behaviour, was carried out in four secondary schools in Bayelsa State, Nigeria. Data obtained was analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics. 
Johnston (2020) did a critical discourse analysis of Canadian news media, examined the differences in racial representation in the coverage of opioid deaths, paid specific thoughtfulness to the ways in which White opioid users were depicted as innocent victims while other users, such as those from Indigenous communities, were often disregarded or branded as “addicts.” She drew on the work of Hall (1978; 2000) and Reinarman and Levine (1989; 2004) on the role of media in representing race and creating drug scares, to frame the media narratives. She went further to argue that the Canadian government's harm‐reduction approach to opioid crisis, as well as calls from Indigenous leaders for “culture as treatment.

2.6 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
The theoretical framework for this research is Agenda Setting Theory. The Agenda Setting Theory is the product of Maxwell McComb and Donald Shaw in 1972 and posits that, despite their focus on a specific topic, media sets agenda for public debate and discussion. Similarly, Cohen (1963:13) noted in his clarification that: “The press is much more than a source of facts and opinion, asking people what to think about, might not be successful all the time, but asking their readers what to think about is incredibly successful much of the time. 
The content of this argument further opens the windows for the idea of priming and framing to be understood. In agenda setting and inference formation of opinion, priming denotes the notion that “media at the expense of others attract attention to some aspects of political life” (Baran 2012:348) whereas framing, as related as it is to priming, it is presumed that subtle changes in the wording of a situation description that influences how members of the public think about the situation.
Therefore, it implies that the media uses terms in that sense to build insights and better understanding. Therefore, what media audience members think of a problem when exposed only to a single (one sided) aspect of the information on a particular topic, may not be the same when exposed to all relevant aspects of the event or topic. Simply put the use of words in the media, and how such words are presented defines the interpretation of such fact by people.
This theory has aided the understanding of the fact that the television, which is part of the mass media has the capability to put the issue of illicit drug and the wrong use of medical drug   on the agenda for public consumption and consequently lead to better understanding of the need to avoid the wrong use of drug or to jump start the desire in the minds of the viewers for the need to engage in the wrong use of drug as the case maybe. 
[bookmark: _Hlk56455845]
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				      CHAPTER THREE
				       METHODOLOGY
3.0 INTRODUCTION
This chapter explains the research method used to gather and analyze data for this study. This include the research design, population of study, sampling technique and sample size, instrument of data collection and method of data analysis. 

3.1 RESEARCH DESIGN
According to Nichmas and Nichmas (1981), research design is the process that guides the investigation in the process of collecting, analyzing, and interpreting observation. Also, research design is also the framework which specifies the types of information to be gathered including sources of data and the procedures used in collecting them. The researcher employed the survey research method, with questionnaires used as the primary instrument of data collection. The researcher chooses the survey research method because of its capacity to measure human attitudes and opinions. Besides, the questionnaire investigates the bio-data of the respondents and questions relating to the objectives of the study.

3.2 POPULATION OF THE STUDY
Population of study “is the aggregate or the total sum of all the objects, subjects, or set of specification” (Polit & Hugler 1999:37). The population study for this research includes all the students of institutions of higher learning in Lagos and Ogun states. There is a total of about 62 institutions of higher learning in Lagos and Ogun States with an estimated students’ population of about 150,000 in all the 62 institutions of higher learning in Lagos and Ogun States. The students are both full time and part time as well as undergraduates and post graduates, offering different programmes in these various institutions of higher learning. A further purposive sampling of students from Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta and those of the University of Lagos, Akoka are about 2,500 and 40,000 respectively, making a total student population of 42,500, was carried out.

3.3 SAMPLING TECHNIQUES AND SAMPLE SIZE 
The study utilized a sample size of 381 respondents using the Creative Research System sample size calculator. The formula for creative research system sample size is :
	
ss =
	Z 2 * (p) * (1-p)

	
	

	
	c 2




Where:
Z = Z value (e.g. 1.96 for 95% confidence level)
P = percentage picking a choice, expressed as decimal
  (.5 used for sample needed)
C = confidence interval, expressed as decimal
(e.g., 0.4 = +_ 4)
The sample was drawn from the student population of the Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta and the University of Lagos, Akoka. 
This study used simple random sampling technique which involved the use of Creative Research System’s sample size calculator (surveysystem.com/sample-size-formuila.htm) to determine the sample size taken from the total population of 42,500 students of the Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta and those of the University of Lagos, Akoka, Lagos.  
. 
3.4 DATA COLLECTION INSTRUMENT
The instrument used in collecting data is questionnaire. Ogili (2005), defined questionnaire as a composition of list of questions relating to the aim or objective of the study and the hypotheses to which the respondents answer by writing down their responses. Besides, the questionnaire investigated the bio-data of the respondents and questions relating to the objectives of the study. 

3.5 VALIDITY OF INSTRUMENTS
Validity of a research instrument refers to its level of appropriateness for soliciting information that will produce reliable results. The research instrument adopted for the study was checked by the supervisor to ensure its validity in addition to being pretested within a small group of respondents before final distribution. This helped in ensuring that it was structured to extract the necessary information from respondents.

 

3.6 DATA COLLECTION
The researcher could not personally supervise and administer the questionnaires by herself due to the COVID-19 pandemic. She therefore converted the questionnaire to Google form which was then shared through various social media platforms in order to generate responses from the respondents.

3.7 METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS
Data collected from primary sources was first arranged, classified and tabulated.  This enabled the use of simple percentage in analyzing the data. The choice of simple percentage in analyzing the questionnaire (primary data) was informed by its simplicity and reliability.

3.8 RESTATEMENT OF RESEARCH QUESTIONS
1. [bookmark: _Hlk56525149]How is the media perceived in terms of enlightening the general public on drug abuse?
2. [bookmark: _Hlk56525188]How easy does the public perceive the role of media in creating awareness on drug abuse?
3. How is the media perceived in terms of presenting adequate information on drug abuse to the general public?  
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CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS


4.1 	DATA ANALYSIS 
This chapter is concerned with the presentation, analysis and interpretation of data gathered using a randomly administered Google form questionnaires using a sample size of 350. A total of 381 copies of the questionnaire was posted. 350 respondents returned the questionnaires, making a return rate of 92%. The simple percentage method was used to analyze the data collected. 






















Table 1: Distribution of respondents by Sex 
	Respondent
	Frequency
	Percent

	Female
	158
	45.1%

	Male
	192
	54. 9%

	Total
	350
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2020
Table 1 indicates that 158 respondents equivalent of 45.1% were females while 192 respondents equivalent of 54.9% were males. This means that females participated more in the study.
















Table 2: Age range
	Respondents
	Frequency
	Percent

	18 – 25 years
	         220
	62.9%

	26-35 years
	         110
	31.4%

	36-45 years
	         14
	4%

	46 and Above years
	         6
	1.7%

	Total
	      350
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2020 
Table 2 indicates that 220 respondents, an equivalent of 62.9%, fall within the age bracket of 18 – 25, 110 respondents equivalent of 31.4% fall within the age bracket of 26 – 35, 14 respondents equivalent of 4% fall within the age bracket of 36 – 45 and 67 respondents equivalent of 1.7% fall within the age bracket of 46 and above. This reveals that majority of the respondents fall within the age bracket of 18- 25. 
















Table 3:  Marital Status 
	Respondent
	Frequency
	Percent  

	Single
	246
	70.3%

	Married
	97
	27.7%

	Divorced
	5
	1.4%

	Separated
	2
	0.6%

	Total
	350
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2020
Table 3 indicates that 246 respondents or 70.3% are single, 97 respondents or 27.7% are married, 5 respondents or 1.4% are divorced and 2 respondents equivalent of 0.6% are separated. This shows that most of the respondents are single.













Table 4:  What type of drugs taken by addicts have you heard of? 
	Respondent
	Frequency
	Percent  

	Cocaine
	114
	32.6%

	Marijuana
	107
	30.6%

	Tranquilizers
	9
	2.6%

	Heroine
	30
	8.6%

	Morphine
	5
	1.4%

	Codeine
	82
	23.4%

	Thebans
	2
	0.6%

	
	
	

	Others
	0
	0%

	Total
	350
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2020
Table 4 indicates that 114 respondents equivalent of 32.6% have heard of Cocaine addiction, 107 respondents equivalent of 30.6% have heard of Marijuana addiction, 9 respondents equivalent of 2.6% have heard of Tranquilizers addiction, 30 respondents equivalent of 8.6% have heard of Heroine addiction, 5 respondents equivalent of 1.4% have heard of Morphine addiction, 82 respondents equivalent of 23.4% have heard of Codeine addiction, 2 respondents equivalent of 0.6% have heard of Thebans addiction and none of the respondents have heard of addictions to another drug apart from the options provided. This shows that Cocaine is the type of drug most of the respondents have heard of.	
 





      
Table 5:  What danger do you know of each of these drugs?
	Respondent
	Frequency
	Percent  

	Cancer of the Lung
	61
	17.4%

	Mental illness
	132
	37.7%

	Depression  
	42
	12%

	Physical Damage
	84
	24%

	Death
	29
	8.3%

	Total
	350
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2020
Table 5 indicates that 61 respondents equivalent of 17.4% believe that Cancer of the lung is a danger posed by drug abuse, 132 respondents equivalent of 37.7% believe that Mental illness is a danger posed by drug abuse, 42 respondents equivalent of 12% believe that Depression is a danger posed by drug abuse, 84 respondents equivalent of 24% believe that Physical damage is a danger posed by drug abuse and 29 respondents equivalent of 8.3% believe that death is a danger posed by drug abuse. This shows most of the respondents believe that mental illness is a danger posed by drug abuse.









Table 6:  Where do you think most drug users get their drugs from?
	Respondent
	Frequency
	Percent  

	Bars
	59
	16.9%

	Party
	96
	27.4%

	School
	13
	3.7%

	Street
	167
	47.7 %

	Total
	350
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2020
Table 6 indicates that 59 respondents equivalent of 16.9% think that these drugs can be gotten from Bars, 96 respondents equivalent of 27.4% think that these drugs can be gotten from Parties, 13 respondents equivalent of 3.7% think that these drugs can be gotten from School and 167 respondents equivalent of 47.7% think that these drugs can be gotten from the Street other than the options provided. This shows most of the respondents think that these drugs can be gotten from the street, other than the options provided.














Table 7:  Why do you think young people take drugs?
	Respondent
	Frequency
	Percent  

	Family disintegration
	23
	6.6%

	Idleness
	97
	27.7%

	Frustration/Depression
	109
	31.1%

	Peer pressure
	121
	34.6%

	
	
	

	Total
	350
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2020
Table 7 indicates that 23 respondents equivalent of 66% think young people take drugs because of Family disintegration, 97 respondents equivalent of 27.7% think young people take drugs because of Idleness, 109 respondents equivalent of 31.1% think young people take drugs because of Frustration/depression, 121 respondents equivalent of 34.6% think young people take drugs because of Peer pressure other than the ones on the option list. This shows most of the respondents think young people take drugs because of peer pressure.












Table 8:  How often do you listen to radio or watch television programmes?
	Respondent
	Frequency
	Percent  

	Often
	135
	38.6%

	Occasionally
	201
	57.4%

	Not at all
	14
	4%

	Total
	350
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2020
Table 8 indicates that 135 respondents equivalent of 38.6% Often listen to radio or watch television programs, 201 respondents equivalent of 57.4% Occasionally listen to radio or watch television programs and 14 respondents equivalent of 4% does not listen to radio or watch television at all.  This shows most of the respondents occasionally listen to radio or watch television programs.


















Table 9:  Where did you first hear about drugs?
	Respondent
	Frequency
	Percent  

	Radio
	18
	5.1%

	Television
	49
	14%

	Newspaper  
	12
	3.4%

	Talk in school
	114
	32.6%

	Books
	6
	1.7%

	Friends
	143
	40.9%

	Parents  
	7
	2%

	
	
	

	Total
	350
	100



Source: Field Survey, 2020
Table 9 indicates that 18 respondents equivalent of 5.1% first heard about drug on Radio, 49 respondents equivalent of 14% first heard about drug on Television, 12 respondents equivalent of 3.4% first heard about drug from the pages of Newspaper, 114 respondents equivalent of 32.6% first heard about drug from Talk in school, 6 respondents equivalent of 1.7% first heard about drug in Books, 143 respondents equivalent of 40.9% first heard about drug from Friends, 7 respondents equivalent of 2% first heard about drug from Parents. This shows most of the respondents first heard about drugs from their Friends.







	S/N
	Items
	YES %
	NO %
	I Don’t 
Know
	Total  %

	10.
	Does the media educate and enlighten the general public about negative effects of drug abuse?
	69.1%
	23.2%
	7.7%
	100% 	

	11.
	Has the media done enough in the fight against drug abuse?
	25.7%
	67.4%
	6.9%	   
	100% 	   

	12.
	Has mass media awareness campaign about drug abuse reduced the unlawful use of drug in society?
	32.9%
	57.7% 	
	9.4%
	100%

	13.
	Do you think the media is facing difficulty in creating awareness in drug abuse?
	42%
	46.3%
	11.7%
	100% 	

	14.
	Do you think there are hurdles the media face, especially from the drug cartels when trying to enlighten the public about drug abuse?
	55.1%
	41.1%
	 3.7% 
	100%

	15.
	Do you think the media is giving enough information to combat drug abuse?

	29.1%
	62.9%
	8%   
	100% 	   

	16.
	Do you think the media can give more information to fight the menace of drug abuse?

	60.6%
	32.9%
	  6.6%
	100% 	   






4.2 DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
It was discovered from the demographic information of the respondents that females participated more in this research work; majority of the respondents fall within the age bracket of 18-25; most of the respondents are single. It therefore means the data generated was supplied by single females who are between the age of 18 and 25 years.
Furthermore, data collected indicates that Cocaine is the type of drug most of the respondents have heard of and the second most heard of drug is Marijuana. Most of the respondents were of the opinion that young people take to drug as a result of peer pressure which subsequently lead them on the dangerous path of depression.
It is worthy of note that most of the respondents who are male, were of the opinion that drugs are gotten from the streets.
In addition, most of the respondents say they occasionally listen to radio and watch television programmes and hear of drugs mostly from their friends.
From the data collected, it was discovered that most of the respondents perceived the media not to be doing enough in enlightening the general public on drug abuse. They also believe that the mass media is not encountering any challenge in creating awareness on drug abuse.
Meanwhile, it is perceived that the media is not presenting adequate information on drug abuse to the general public.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Summary
Chapter one comprises a background to the study, statement of problem, objectives of the study, research questions, significance of the study, scope of the study and limitation of study.
 Chapter two centers a review of relevant literature on electronic media and drug abuse both in Nigeria and in some developed societies of the world. The review comprised conceptual, theoretical framework and empirical review. 
Chapter three identifies the methodology adopted in conducting this research which include the research design, population of the study, sample size and sampling techniques, the data collection instrument, validity of instrument, method of data analysis and statement of research questions.
Chapter four centers on the presentation; analysis and interpretation of data produced from randomly administered Google form questionnaires using a sample of 381. This chapter presents the summary of the study, the conclusions and recommendations.

Summary of Findings
The analysis of data presented in chapter four revealed the following:
1. The study reveals that most of the respondents were single males who are between the age ranges of 18 to 25 years.
2. The study shows that the drug mostly heard of by the respondents is Cocaine.
3. The study shows that young people take to drug as a result of peer pressure which consequently leads them on the dangerous path of mental illness.
4. One of the discoveries of this study is that drugs are gotten the streets.
5. The study also reveals that young people occasionally listen to radio or watch television programmes, and they got to hear drugs mostly from their friends. 
6. The study showed that most of the studied population perceive that the media is not doing enough in educating the general public on drug abuse, though the media is not facing challenges in carrying out this duty.
7. Lastly, the study shows that the media is perceived as not presenting adequate information on drug abuse to the general public.

5.2 Conclusion
From the analysis and findings, the researcher discovers that most of the population perceived the media is not doing enough in educating the general public on drug abuse, that most of the population perceived that the media is not facing challenges in carrying out their duty. Also, that most of the population perceived that the media is not presenting adequate information on drug abuse to the public.

5.3 Recommendations
Based on the findings of this study, the following are recommended:
i. The media should increase its efforts in educating the public about the dangers of drug abuse.
ii. The media must carry out investigative journalism on the sources and distribution channels of illicit drugs.
iii. The media must partner with government policy makers and executors on enacting laws that will help reduce the lure for illicit drugs and implement such laws.
5.3 Limitation of the study
This study is limited to Lagos and Ogun state students in higher institution of learning because the researcher does not have the objectives and the resources to conduct a nationwide survey. This research work is focusing on students in higher institution of learning, which is just a section of the youths in the society. The research may not be able to treat the research topic on a wider scope because of limited resources.
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Appendix
My name is Chukwudike Deborah Ezinne, a final year student of the Mountain Top University. I am carrying out a research on The Perceived Effectiveness of Electronic Media in Combating Drug Abuse in Lagos and Ogun State. in partial fulfillment of the award of my B.Sc degree in Mass Communication. 
I appeal that you kindly fill this questionnaire sincerely. The responses will be used by the researcher for research purposes only, therefore your honest response is required. 
Thank you for your co-operation.

PLEASE TICK THE CORRECT ANSWERS IN THE BOX (ES) BELOW:
1. SEX
Male                    
Female

2. AGE   18 – 25		 
 26-35	     
 36-45           
 46 And Above

3. Marital Status:  Single  
                              Married            
                              Divorced  
                            Separated  

4. What type of drugs taken by addicts have you heard of? (Please Tick)
  Cocaine  
  Marijuana           
  Tranquilizers          
 (
  
)   Heroine
   Morphine          
   Codeine       
0   Thebans       
   
5. What dangerous effect of each of these drugs do you know of?	
Cancer of the Lung
 Mental illness
  Depression      
  Physical Damage        
  Death
  I Don’t Know of Any 
6. Where do you think most drug users get their drugs from?
Bars 	      
Party                   
school
street            

7. Why do you think young people take drugs?
Family disintegration 
Idleness 
Frustration/Depression
Peer pressure 			

8. How often do you listen to radio or watch television programmes?
Often                       Occasionally                            Not at all 
9. Where do you often hear about drugs?
Radio                 Television                   Newspaper                 Talk in school 
Books                      Friends                  Parents              
10. Does the media educate and enlighten the general public about negative effects of drug abuse?
Yes 		No			I don’t Know  
11. Has the mass media done enough in the fight against drug abuse?
    Yes 		No			I don’t Know  
12. Has mass media awareness campaign about drug abuse reduced wrongful use of drug in society?
    Yes 		No			I don’t Know  
    
13. Do you think the media is having challenges in creating proper awareness on drug abuse?
    Yes 		No			I don’t Know 
14. Do you think there are hurdles the media face, especially from the drug cartels when trying to enlighten the public about drug abuse?	
    Yes 		No			I don’t Know  
15. Do you think the media is giving enough information to combat drug abuse?
    Yes 		No			I don’t Know 
16. Do you think the media can give more information to fight the menace of drug abuse?
Yes 		No  		  I don’t Know 		

